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From Cultural Landscape to a Geopark: On Connotation and
Conservation of Geoheritage in Shui-Chin-Chiu Area
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Abstract

The relevant work on the conservation of mining
cultural heritage in Shuinandong, Chinkuashih and
Chiufen ( hereinafter called Shui-Chin-Chiu in brief )
area of northern Taiwan, led by Gold Museum, has
accumulated many achievements in the past ten years.
However, considering that the geological background
with abundant gold-copper mines is a key foundation
for the mining cultural development in Shui-Chin-Chiu
area, the local geoheritage should also be conserved

and developed into a geopark as recommended.

This essay, having first detailed the connotations
of the geoheritage of Shui-Chin-Chiu area on the three
aspects including the geological background, mining
landscape development and scientific research of
Shui-Chin-Chiu area, aim to highlight the formation
of the gold-copper deposits, the deposit types and
the geodiversity resulted from mineral combinations
in different spatial distributions, contribute to the

development of the mining industry landscape and
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cultural development of Shui-Chin-Chiu area, influence
the mining behavior and refining techniques, and start

continuous researches on geology and mineralogy.

The results of the field surveys on the geoheritage
in Shui-Chin-Chiu area have shown that there are many
potential issues such as heritages being neglected or
destroyed, and landscape changes, etc. Yet, the priority
evaluation on geoconservation needs more supporting

researches.

Being a regional public institution with research
capabilities, the Gold Museum is obliged to continue
with researches and surveys on the geoheritage to
highlight the value and promote the geoconservation
in Shui-Chin-Chiu area. This essay, by elaborating
the high relevance between mines and the cultural
development, was intended to set a foundation for
the delimitation of the geopark and the registration of
geosites in future.

Keywords : geoheritage, geopark, geodiversity,

geosites, geoconservation
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