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The History of Gold and the Rise and Fall of the Jinguashi Mine
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Abstract

In the 21% year of Qing Dynasty Emperor
Guangxu's reign (1895 A.D.), the Treaty of
Shimonoseki between Imperial Japan and the Qing
Empire was signed and followed by the successful
Japanese invasion of Taiwan. Jinguashi, a coastal
mountain town in Taiwan, thus became a part of
Japan's colony. In the second year under Japanese
rule, because of holding rich gold mines, Jinguashi
was assigned by the Office of the Governor-General
of Taiwan to Tanaka Chobei, who provided military
support during the first Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895),
for management. The Jinguashi Mine gained its name
and its mining operations began in 1897. The year of
2017 marks the 120" year of the Jinguashi Mine.

The name and the location of Jinguashi are not
recorded in any archaeological literatures before its
first mining operations began. In that sense, does it
mean that this mountain region was nothing more
than a barren land? It is said that, “There are seasons
in time. There are local names for places. There are
surnames for man.” Jinguashi, 41 years after the
Japanese began intensive mining, reached its golden
age of gold production and gained the reputation of

“the number one precious metals mine in Asia” . Its
fame and name of “Gold Capital” hence spread far

and wide.




However, the prosperity of “Gold Capital”
came to an end ninety years later due to resource
depletion. Since then, another thirty years have passed.
Fortunately, the mining site didn't turn into useless
land. Over the past three decades, the place has been
transformed successfully and the Gold Museum
has been established through the efforts of public
and private sectors. Jinguashi has been flourishing
once again. While we celebrate the 120th year of the
Jinguashi Mine, it'd be great for us to know more
about its past in order to see greater potential for its

development and prosperity.
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Abstract

This report summarizes following five points in
regard to the significance of inscription of “Sites of
Japan's Meiji Industrial Revolution: Iron and Steel,
Shipbuilding and Coal Mining” on the World Heritage
List and its future tasks. These five points consist of 1)
its Outstanding Universal Value as a World Heritage
property, 2) new protection system established prior to
the nomination, 3) eight additional recommendations
included in the Decision made by the World Heritage
Committee at the time of inscription, 4) current state
of the selected several component parts of the property
and their concepts and ongoing measures taken for
conservation, presentation, and interpretation, 5) future

tasks with personal views.

Section 1) refers to the Japan's unique process for
development to a modern industrial state in the fields
of iron and steel, shipbuilding and coal mining through
three stages; A) making challenges with try and error,
B) introducing new technologies from the Western
countries, C) establishing industrial infrastructure.
This section is based on the Statement of Outstanding
Universal Value adopted by the world Heritage
Committee at its inscription on the World Heritage

List.

Section 2) refers to that new legislative protective
system other than the Law for the Protection of
Cultural Properties has been introduced for operational
component parts and new organization for consensus
building among the owners, relevant governmental
bodies, and local residents were set up for both the

property as a whole and eight areas divided according

to the regional locations of the component parts.

Section 3) refers to that the Government of Japan is
elaborating to prepare the State of Conservation Report
that was requested for submission to UNESCO by
December 1st, 2017, and considering special attention
be taken to the close relationship and harmonization
among the individual responses to the eight additional
recommendations made by the World Heritage

Committee.

Section 4) refers to the current state of preservation and
utilization of each of the component parts; Hashima
Coal Mine, Nirayama Reverberatory Furnace, Mietsu
Naval Dock, and Miike Coal Mine. And finally, Section

5) refers to the future tasks with my personal views.
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Value Management for Industrial Heritage: A lesson from Heritage

of Mercury in Almadén, Spain
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Abstract

The concept of preservation of industrial heritage
has gradually received more attention in Taiwan. The
cases recommended or recognized as a World Cultural
Heritage or by the International Committee for the
Conservation of the Industrial Heritage (TICCIH)
begin to be widely discussed in Taiwan as well. One of
the international cases attracting worldwide attention
is the “Heritage of Mercury. Almadén and Idrija” —
two mercury mining sites in Almadén, Spain, and
Idrija, Slovenia, jointly listed as UNESCO World
Heritage Sites in 2012.

Almadén is a town in Spain where the mercury
deposits accounted for the largest mercury mine in the
world in its heyday. This hundreds of year old mercury
mine site once contributed a significant percentage to
Spain’ s GDP. Today the population of Almadén is
only about six thousands. People in this historic town
began to look for a management model for industrial
heritage transformation. When Almadén’ s mercury
mining industry came to an end, they pondered
over the future of the industrial heritage, and found
its new “educational” value by implementing a
comprehensive education guiding system. Almadén not
only well conserves mining equipment and technology
in the history of mercury mining but also brings
the history back to life through value management.
This paper will use the Almadén mercury mining
heritage site in Spain as an example to explore the
values of industrial heritage from the perspective of

management.

Keywords: Industrial Heritage, Conservation

Management Plan, World Heritage, Value, Management
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Abstract

In all the books and network information I can
find, as well as my learning experience from jewelry
masters and university professors in Taiwan and the
U.S.A, the way of making H-shaped hollow rings
is about the same. First you take an H-shaped paper
template as a basic flat layout, fold into a ring shape
on a mandrel, then you modify the paper template
by trying error, and hopefully, you will get the right
shape. With the acquired flat layout, you can then
transfer the pattern to a piece of sheet metal, and
make the hollow ring by sawing, banding, forging and
soldering. Obviously, it is very difficult to obtain a
precise flat layout through this way. If the hollow ring
is asymmetrical or complex, then the process will be

like mission impossible.

Rhino 5 is a three-dimensional graphic software,
which I use a lot to help me designing and making art
works, as well as an important article in my teaching
jobs. It provides some powerful modeling tools,
like “Boolean Union” , “Boolean Difference”
and “Unroll Developable Surface” which make
it so easy, fast and accurate to produce flat layout of
complex single-curved surface. For artists who want to
create complex form, but can not deal with the difficult
techniques of acquiring the flat layout of complex
surface by engineering drawing, this software is real a

great help.

The purpose of this study is to develop a
convenient and accurate work flow base on using
Rhino 5 to help designing and making H-shaped
hollow ring — to build the models and produce their flat
layouts accurately, so jewelers and artists should be
able to design and make any kind of H-shaped hollow
rings without worrying about the unreasonable try-

error process and the uncertainty of accuracy.

Keywords: H-shaped hollow ring, 3D computer aided
graphic, developable surface, surface unrolling, Rhino
3D
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Abstract

An industrial heritage museum traditionally
focuses on the physical remains of the history
of industry, technology and mining landscapes,
supplemented with cultural heritage of workers and
industrialists and contextual narratives which continue
in today’ s society, economy and industries. The
Gold Museum, designed to be an ecological museum,
manages rather than dominates cultural heritage.
It transforms industrial heritage into a sustainable
resource for local community development, and creates
sustainable platforms to share with the community
the resource, such as performing arts, metal crafts,
regional revitalization and festivals, and participatory
budgeting. However, the historic remains relating to the
mining industry in the Shui Jin Jiu region is an epitome
of Taiwan’ s diverse society. The competition-
cooperation relationship among bustling mountain
towns, negative memories of the prisoner-of-war camp,
heavy metal contamination, and unique art clusters
repeatedly drive the Gold Museum to maximize
its limited resources. The current challenge to the
preservation of cultural heritage is how to reinvigorate
building blocks which carry lost traditions and long
history. And the key to this challenge is that there
need to be people living in them as a community—an
organic and active community is the core. The focuses
of the topic of cultural heritage have also shifted from
maintenance to interpretation, such as how to create
connections between cultural heritage and people in
the present, how to facilitate reflection, how to make
use of appropriate technologies, and how to stimulate
community participation. When it comes to mining
landscape, cultural heritage needs to be considered
from the perspective of open landscapes so that
management strategies may be converged in a broader
and more diverse manner. The practice of management

of industrial heritage will give the city where the

heritage is a new positioning and definition. This paper
reviews how the Gold Museum—a Mining Museum—
practice creativity in interpretation processes and in
presentation models based on the ICOMOS Charter
for the Interpretation and Presentation of Cultural
Heritage Sites (2008), and discusses challenges and
opportunities of heritage interpretation and cultural

industrial heritage.

Keywords: Industrial heritage, heritage interpretation,

museum practice
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Abstract

Since the onset of the information age, the
application of digital technologies in museums has
been closely related to the development of science
and technology, computer software and hardware
in particular. Most of the digital applications by
museums are used in areas such as collection
management, exhibition and education. Few are used
in museum studies. Given the widespread use of digital
technologies by masses such as computers and internet,
several National Science and Technology Programs
including Digital Museums Project, National Digital
Archives Program (NDAP), and e-Learning National
Project (ELNP) have been launched in Taiwan over the
past two decades. Through those programs museums
have accumulated a vast amount of digital data. And
how the large amount of digital data can be used for
academic research purposes is the subject matter to be

discussed.

Many scholars believe that the focus should be
shifted from digital archives to digital humanities.
In the field of humanities, studies in the digital
humanities have reached preliminary results and
digital tools have been used such as geographic
information systems, term frequency analysis, and
social network analysis. Yet digital humanities tools
are seldom used by museums. One possible reason
is that museum’ s research projects are usually
collections- or images- oriented, whereas humanities
scholars conduct text-oriented studies. Lower levels
of openness of museum’ s collections data may also
affect non-museum scholars’ right to research due
to inaccessibility of digital data. Open data and open
access policies can be possible solutions for non-
museum scholars to access digital data of museum’ s

collections.

In this paper, I will give a general review
of museum studies and the application of digital
humanities tools to museology and related disciplines,
discuss obstacles and barriers of digital humanities
in museum studies, and offer some suggestions.
Considering the flourishing development of digital
humanities and its vast application to the field of
humanities, I expect that the application of digital
humanities will be an important future trend in

museum studies.

Keywords: digital technologies, digital archives,

digital humanities, museum studies, open data.
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Abstract

This paper analyzes statistics of prize winners of
five Metal Crafts Competitions (jewelry and utensils
categories) held by the Gold Museum of New Taipei
City from 2007 to 2015 and attempts to outline the
attributes of the contestants and the characteristics of
the competition in the hope of providing a reference
for the Gold Museum’ s promotion programs and
metal crafts education. This paper is divided into five
parts: (1) Preface: From apprenticeship to college
education—changing ways of cultivating goldsmiths;
(2) The Gold Museum and Metal Crafts Competitions:
Historical origins of the Gold Museum holding the
competitions and the changes of the competitions;
(3) The Statistical analysis of the prize winners of all
Metal Crafts Competitions held by the Gold Museum:
Identifying attributes such as gender and educational
background and entry trends; (4) The career
development of prize winners: A brief description of
current status of some prize winners; (5) Conclusions

and suggestions.

Keywords: Contemporary metalworking, metal arts,

metal crafts competition, Gold Museum New Taipei

City
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Abstract

This paper discusses the importance of
preserving the indelible memories of the Jinguashi
Incident from the perspective of the Memory of
the World Programme. The Memory of the World
Programme is an international initiative launched
by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in 1992 to safeguard
the documentary heritage of humanity. It calls the
nations, governments, communities and individuals
around the globe for the preservation, promotion, and
accessibility of documentary heritage. The Jinguashi
Incident happened in 1941. At that time the colonial
government arrested numerous innocent local workers
and residents in Ruifang (including towns such as
Ganzailai, Houtong, and Jinguashi) on unwarranted
charges. Those arrested were detained in the Taipei
Prison and died unjustly during a bombardment of the

prison during World War II.

The Gold Museum preserves historical heritage of
Taiwan’ s most important gold mining mountain town,
and is enhancing community engagement in the Shui
Jin Jiu region. Being a place of enlightenment through
knowledge, the museum brings a deep historical
reflection and a new contemporary interpretation of the
Jinguashi Incident when looking into the happening
and collective community actions for reversing unjust
verdicts. As the truth of the incident is uncovered
after a half-century of the victims’ families enduring
wrongful injustice and grief, the museum takes actions
to reconstitute the displaced documentary items
and memories through the Memory of the World

Programme.

Keywords: World Memory , Gold Museum New
Taipei City, Jinguashi Incident, restoration of truth,

innovation
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