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PREFACE

In the 17 ! century, the Age of Great Exploration, the Dutch achieved
maritime supremacy by surpassing the Portuguese and Spanish. The
Dutch East India Company (VOC) played a decisive role in this
period. Sailing to Asia, the VOC not only turned a new page in the
history of Taiwan, but marked a milestone for the island by opening
it up to the world.

Located in northern Taiwan, the Red Hair Fort, as local people
called it, was originally named Fort Anthonio. It is one of the
fortifications that the Dutch built in Taiwan and is still well preserved
today. It is the most impressive historical witness of VOC trading in
Taiwan. The Red Hair Fort, more than three hundred years old, is
now designated a first-rank historic site.

To present this history, Tamsu1 Hlstorlc Sites holds an exhibition,
from Nov. 10" 2006 to Oct. 28" 2007, about the Dutch East India
Company in Tamsui. By showing precious antique maps and
cultural relics, and through extensive use of historical documents,
the exhibition will reconstru(h:t the fascinating encounter between the
Dutch and Taiwan in the 17 century.
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% INTRODUCTION
—Walter Hellebrand—

Fort Anthonio is the oldest building still standing in Tamsui and in
fact one of the oldest in the whole of Taiwan. It is known locally as
Hong Mao Ch e n g, “Red Hair Fort,” and ) ‘
it was indeed the Dutch, or — as the 17 - r.
century Chinese and Taiwanese referred to
them the “Red Haired People” who had
it built.

Its construction was ordered by the Dutch
East India Company, or VOC, the first
ever multinational and the largest company
in the world at the time, employing some

30,000 people across three continents. P TR ———

The first stone of the tower-like structure we see standing today
th
was laid on the 10 of May 1644 by the VOC garrison of Tamsui.

It was built to replace the first fortification that the Dutch constructed
o on this same location in October 164 2.

wy
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(ﬁ THE VOC ON FORMOSA

The VOC established themselves on Formosa (Taiwan) in 1623
on a small, sandy peninsula just off the shore in the South, called
Tayouan (present-day An-ping in Tainan Municipality).
Originally they had a fort on Penghu Island as a base to trade with
China, but as the Chinese did not allow them to settle on Chinese
soil, they had toleave Penghu. At the suggestion of Chinese officials,
they moved to Formosa,which they said was outside the boundaries
of the Chinese Empire. In the following fifteen years, from their
base “Zeelandia” in Tayouan, the Dutch extended their control to

cover the whole of southern Taiwan. This worried their archenemies
at the time, the Spanish, who feared for their profitable trade be- P |
tween Macao, Japan and the Phil-

ippines.

The Spanish reacted with an attempt
to establish a position in northern
Taiwan, and constructed forts in
Keelung (1626) and Tamsui (1629).
However, their establishment never
flourished and after several bloody
attacks by the Taiwanese, they
abandoned and destroyed their fort in Tamsui, in1638 at the latest.
The Spanish fort, named San Domingo, therefore did not last a full

‘Zeelandia (An-ping)

ten years and has left no visible traces, but its name has been 571
resurrected by calling the museum complex in Tamsui “Fort San
Domingo.”

The Dutch Fort Anthonio, however, did not need to be resurrected fP‘
as it has long survived the end of the Dutch era in Taiwan (1662) 3




and is still standing where the VOC constructed it: on the small
hill at the mouth of Tamsui River, now the site of Museum Fort
San Domingo.” The actual fort building on the museum grounds
therefore is not Fort San Domingo, but Fort Anthonio. As their
control over Formosa grew, the VOC decided that a Spanish presence
in the North posed a potential threat and in August 1642 after a
short siege they conquered the remaining Spanish fort in Keelung
and expelled the Spanish from Formosa.

17th century Formosa with Zeelandla,

Keelung-and Tamsui

Agreements of allegiance had
already been made between the
VOC and villages in the Tamsui
area (which as mentioned above
had not been controlled by the
Spanish for some time) and
seven weeks after the conquest
of Keelung, the commanding
lieutenant-colonel himself put
the first spade into the ground
for a VOC fort in Tamsui.

They decided on the same site
as the former Spanish fort but
as that had completely disap-
peared and the grounds were
fully grown over, they first had
to clear the terrain before they

could plan the design of their own fort according to the lieutenant
-colonél “With better positioning and improved lay-out” than Fort

San Domingo.




% ANTHONIO VAN DIEMEN: “GODFATHER OF THE FORT”

This first structure was built mostly
of earth, wood and bamboo and as a
result suffered severely from seasonal
rains. This first fort was already
called Fort Anthonio and was named
after the then Governor-General of
the VOC, the energetic Anthonio van
Diemen (yes, the same one Van
Diemen’s Land in Australia was
named after). It was he after all who
ordered the Conquest of northern
Formosa and therefore the construction
of the fort.

Anthonio was a very important figure
in the expansion and consolidation
of the Dutch trading empire in Asia.
It was during his office that the VOC
became the dominant marine trading
force in Asia. Half of Sri Lanka was

conquered by expelling the Portuguese, Malaka was also taken from
them and The Netherlands became the only foreign power allowed
to trade in Japan. Not only did he conclude important trading treaties
with Cambodia, Laos and the Vietnamese territories of Cochinchina
and Tonkin, but he also ordered several expeditions of discovery to
Australia, the Pacific, Korea, the Kurils and the seas to the East of

Japan.

No other VOC Governor-General put more Asian coastlines and
islands on European maps than Van Diemen. As a result he

“Godfathered” many other places that bear or used to bear his name:

——r




not only in Australia (where we still find two Capes Van Diemen
and Van Diemen Gulf), but also in Japan, Indonesia, Tonga and
Russia. In other words: Fort Anthonio has many “godbrothers and
sisters” across the seas of Asia!




% THE FIRST FORT ANTHONIO

The first fort was of a different type than the building we see
standing now. It occupied the whole surface of the plateau now
accommodating Fort Anthonio as well as the later British Consular
Residence (both part of the current Fort San Domingo museum) and
even had a supportive battery (‘Half Moon') halfway the slope down
to the river shore. The fort itself was more or less square, but with a
“blunt” or “rounded” Northwest corner on the edge of the steep
slope of the hill.

It had two bastions and one so-called 'roundel’ (like a flattened
tower). This roundel was
named after Anthonio’s wife:
“Burgt Maria,” or “Castle
Maria” (you will also find
her name on today’s maps of
Australia and New Zealand,
for example at the Northwest
cape of New Zealand, which HalfiMoon
was discovered as a result of
an expedition ordered by Van

Diemen). One of the two -

bastions was called“Diemen”
and the other one “Swaevelpunt”

“Sulphur Point.” This last name gives us a hint as to why the Dutch
were so interested in Tamsui: the rich sulphur mines in its hinterland.
The instructions the Dutch lieutenant-colonel received from the
VOC in December 1641 were “to secure this place (Tamsui)
and its sulphur trade for the company.”

The first commander of the fort was Lieutenant Thomas Pedel
from Utrecht. He and a council of six were tasked with governing

= )
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this new possession of the
VOC. It was a possession
Burgt Maria that steadily grew bigger as
the villages surrounding
Tamsui put themselves
N under the protection of the
/I\ VOC as well.

4 o) The canon for the fort were
taken from the ships with
which the Dutch sailed
to Tamsui and because of
the very rough weather
were brought ashore at

great difficulty and with great peril for the lives of the sailors.

Diemen Swaevelpunt

Reconstruction Fort Anthonio |
(without buildings inside fort) W Hellebrand

The wood for the canon platforms and for the gunpowder cellar
came from an old, illegal Chinese junk that was seized and (after its
load of sulphur had been confiscated) was disassembled to use the
wood. The fort was manned with seventy-onemen, including a unit
of nine men from Quinam (Cochinchina in Vietnam)

This first Fort Anthonio included a guard house, dwellings for the
lieutenant, the cornet, the Vietnamese, the fusiliers, the constable
and the merchant, a gunpowder cellar and warehouses for
merchandise and for rice. It was surrounded by a trench filled with
metal mantraps.

A building to store lime and a dwelling for the Chief Merchant were
built at the bottom of the fort hill, as well as some houses for the
garrison all from bamboo. In order to provision the soldiers of the

£ i AZ]



fort, tailors, cobblers, bakers, gardeners and fishermen arrived from
the VOC headquarters in Zeelandia.

Soon the whole new little colonial settlement was often referred to
as Fort Anthonio, or simply “Anthonio.” It was a settlement with
an international streak as the VOC attracted adventurers from all
over Europe, so in addition to the Vietnamese, the staffing of the
fort would be a varied mix of Dutchmen, Germans, Poles,
Scandinavians, Frenchmen, Belgians and the odd Swiss and
Englishman. In addition, the higher VOC officials brought with
them their own servants from Indonesia or Malaysia. Being made
mostly from earth, bamboo and wood, apart from burning down on
occasion, the fort also suffered severely from seasonal rains. The
bastions and ramparts would simply collapse and wash away. So
finally in July 1643, the VOC Governor and Council of Formosa
decided to replace the fort by a stone building. And a good job
was done, because it has survived intact to this day!




% THE NEW FORT ANTHONIO

The new Fort Anthonio (the core of which is the centre of the
structure we still see today on the small hill at the mouth of Tamsui
River) is of a completely different design than the first Fort Anthonio.
It stands where the bastion “Diemen” or Southwest bastion of the
first fort was situated and is a so-called “VOC Redoubt,” a local
adaptation by the VOC of a European defense work. These vOC
redoubts were usually constructed to defend sites against local

(rather than European)

enemies. In other words:

in Tamsui the Spanish
| _ were no longer considered
J : a threat. The reason the
Council gave for investing
in a new fort (something
the VOC as a trading
company with a strong
focus on shareholder
value was always
very reluctant to do!)

VOC Redoubt Middelburgon Ambon (Indonesia was: “to secure the

sulphur mine.”

s :
=7 st e

A “VOC Redoubt” consisted of a tower with heavy walls, one or
sometimes two stories over a gunpowder cellar, with a parapet
surrounding the flat top floor which acted as a gun platform. A
pointed roof would cover this flat Top. The design developed
out of the “Blockhouse” that was used in Europe and that would
only sometimes be combined with a redoubt in the European
sense (an earthwork that was part of a wider defense line). The
VOC would build blockhouses as stand-alone defense works and
would call them “redoubts.”

v S A
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These “VOC redoubts” were very popular throughout the VOC
territories. The coasts of the Company’s most precious possessions, l?.'
the Spice Islands in Indonesia, were littered with them and when
the VOC laid out its own “capital” Batavia (now Jakarta), it was
surrounded by a line of these “redoubts.” It is almost as if they came
out of a prefab kit, dis-
tributed throughout the
Eastern part of the VOC's
empire. And in fact, the
VOC redoubt “Utrecht”
in Zeelandia / An-ping
( destroyed by Cheng
Ch’eng-kung (Coxinga)
when he conquered For- :
mosa), served as the L"
model for the new Redoubt
Anthonio just as a redoubt
in one of the earlier posts
of the man who built
the redoubt “Utrecht” will have served as an example for his design.
Two more VOC Redoubts stood in Taiwan. “Zeeburch” (in Sichao, |
Tainan Municipality) added protection to the entrance of the port !
of Zeelandia and “Vlissingen” stood in Wankan (Weng-gan _
village near Putai, Chiayi District). Vlissingen was washed away ‘5—;‘
by the sea but some stones of the foundation of Zeeburch can still
be seen.

19th cent. photo of “blockhouse? near Tainan
(Zeaburgh ?27?)
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@ FORT ANTHONIO: A UNIQUE MONUMENT

With so many of these VOC redoubts scattered across the VOC's
vast Asian trading empire, it is remarkable that only one has stood
the test of time almost unscathed: Fort Anthonio in Tamsui. Except
for the battlements and roof, we can still see the tower itself today
with some 19 century English additions. As such Fort Anthonio is
the best preserved “VOC Redoubt” existing anywhere in the world!

150 Chinese were sent from “Zeelandia” (Anping) in April 1644
to carry out the work on this project. The bricks for Fort Anthonio
were mostly manufactured locally (Chinese brick makers having been
sent over from Zeelandia for
this purpose on request).
The natural stone and wood
required came from breaking
down the old Spanish fortress
in Keelung and the lime was
shipped from Wankan
(Wenggan near Putai).

The fort took more than two e _ TR o
-and-a-half years to complete. = ' — |
The fact that particularly
1645 was a year with many Ambon Island (Indonesia)

people falling victim to

epidemics can partly be blamed for this.

At times almost three quarters of the garrison lay sick. Unlike in the
first Fort Anthonio, the houses for the VOC staff were not inside
the fort but separate buildings. A hospital was also built near to the
fort.
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% FORT ANTHONIO: “CAPITAL” OF NORTHERN FORMOSA

The fort had seven canon and was normally garrisoned with seventy
to eighty men. This made it the second most important place on
Formosa after the “Capital” in Zeelandia. It served as the base for
several expeditions the VOC mounted to bring the whole of northern
Taiwan under its control. As they were successful, the settlement
around the fort, known as “The Quarter,” slowly developcd into the

“capital” of northern Formosa and on October 14 , " 1645 (when the
parapet on top of the fort had just been fmlshed') the first “Annual

Assembly of the North” (“Noordelijke Landdag™) took place in the
shadow of the fort.

The VOC organized this gathering of the elders of villages that
associated themselves with the VOC to replicate the “Landdag”
for the southern villages that they had been organizing in Zeelandia
since 1641.

Any issues the villagers may have had with those of other villages
or with the VOC or its officials would be discussed and dealt with.
Also, the elders would renew their allegiance to the VOC, as a
token of which they would receive a rattan staff with the insignia
of the VOC. Forty-one elders received such a staff at this first
Regional Assembly of northern Taiwan. The next year, a house
was made of bamboo next to the fort to accommodate the Assembly,
as well as lodge visitors and receive taxes: a precursor in other
words of the British Consular Residence of more than two hundred
years later!
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% PROBLEMS FOR FORT ANTHONIO

However, even this new redoubt was not immune to the effects of
the monsoon and the wooden part, i.e. the roof construction, fell
prey to rot. In 1654 it was removed and the flat platform on the top
was strengthened and provided with a new wall, going all around.
Two years later an overhanging wallwalk or “gallery” was added to

this platform to increase the defensive
power of the redoubt. This was just in
time as within two months after its
completion the fort had to withstand
an attack by rebels from nearby
villages. This would happen a few
times more in the following years
and in January 1657 the garrison
even found itself locked up in the
Fort when the rebels approached as
near as the so-called “Chinese
Quarter” (within gunshot reach of
the redoubt!) and put fire to all the
buildings there. In the end a major
retaliation army of 240 soldiers had
to be sent from Zeelandia to restore
order in the lands around Tamsui.

From 1656, the Dutch in Formosa were preoccupied with the threat
of the Chinese Ming loyalist Cheng Ch'eng-kung (Coxinga) who
sought to establish his base on Formosa. In Fort Anthonio it was a
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time when one after the other commander and chief merchant would
die of “hot fevers” and one sick guard had to be replaced with
another sick one. However, it was also the time when Tamsui had
its first Dutch preacher (although he had to be shared with Keelung)
and a small school was established in a village nearby where the
children were taught from Dutch books.

Finally, in 1661 Coxinga struck and laid siege to Zeelandia. With
the VOC headquarters on Formosa fighting for their survival, they
could not support their outposts in Tamsui and Keelung, so in
August 1661 the Council decided to send out ships to relieve these
forts. However, because of adverse weather conditions they
never arrived. As a result of these hectic war times, it is not exactly
clear what happened in Fort Anthonio during the last months of
VOC rule. The Dutch on Formosa were more concerned with saving
their own necks than saving records for posterity.

What we do know is that the most senior VOC official in the North
at that time no longer resided in Fort Anthonio, but in Keelung and
he already decided to abandon his forts one month before Zeelandia's

decision to relieve them. Together with everyone under his command,
he boarded a VOC ship that was on its way to the Dutch trading post
in Nagasaki, Japan.We can only hope that the garrison and staff of
Fort Anthonio managed to join him, rather than being left to their
own devices in the event of an expected attack by Coxinga’'s troops.
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FORT ANTHONIO: WITNESS OF EVENTFUL TIMES

And so, in a rather blurry way, ended the Dutch period of Tamsui.
A time of which the most important witness still stands: Fort
Anthonio. A unique example of a Dutch “VOC Redoubt,” that saw
many events happening on its grounds:

... from the garrison standing in awe of the solar eclipse of March
1643 to the solemn parade and roaring of the cannon when the
soldiers took the oath of allegiance to a new Governor.

... from the joyous wedding of Chief Surgeon Jan Aldertsen from
Amsterdam and his bride Leonora van Borselen to the sad suicide
of the prisoner Marcelis Jansen who on October,6 1657 “possessed
by the devil” jumped out of a window of the fort and landed, dead,
in the trench.

... and from load after load of sulphur and deer hides being carried
onto junks in the river mouth below the fort to the glad sightings of
arriving ships with loads of rice brandy (arak), beer, tobacco, sugar,
salt, cotton and silk.
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Netherlands Trade & Investment Office
#iJIL B/ Walter Hellebrand (Curator)
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Amsterdams Historisch Museum, Amsterdam (Netherlands)
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Walter Hellebrand Collection

A B/ R AT E AR

INGZ % ( ING Antai )

ch 2E RS R AL







