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Abstract

This paper discusses the importance of
preserving the indelible memories of the Jinguashi
Incident from the perspective of the Memory of
the World Programme. The Memory of the World
Programme is an international initiative launched
by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in 1992 to safeguard
the documentary heritage of humanity. It calls the
nations, governments, communities and individuals
around the globe for the preservation, promotion, and
accessibility of documentary heritage. The Jinguashi
Incident happened in 1941. At that time the colonial
government arrested numerous innocent local workers
and residents in Ruifang (including towns such as
Ganzailai, Houtong, and Jinguashi) on unwarranted
charges. Those arrested were detained in the Taipei
Prison and died unjustly during a bombardment of the

prison during World War II.

The Gold Museum preserves historical heritage of
Taiwan’ s most important gold mining mountain town,
and is enhancing community engagement in the Shui
Jin Jiu region. Being a place of enlightenment through
knowledge, the museum brings a deep historical
reflection and a new contemporary interpretation of the
Jinguashi Incident when looking into the happening
and collective community actions for reversing unjust
verdicts. As the truth of the incident is uncovered
after a half-century of the victims’ families enduring
wrongful injustice and grief, the museum takes actions
to reconstitute the displaced documentary items
and memories through the Memory of the World

Programme.

Keywords: World Memory , Gold Museum New
Taipei City, Jinguashi Incident, restoration of truth,

innovation
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