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Abstract

Since the onset of the information age, the
application of digital technologies in museums has
been closely related to the development of science
and technology, computer software and hardware
in particular. Most of the digital applications by
museums are used in areas such as collection
management, exhibition and education. Few are used
in museum studies. Given the widespread use of digital
technologies by masses such as computers and internet,
several National Science and Technology Programs
including Digital Museums Project, National Digital
Archives Program (NDAP), and e-Learning National
Project (ELNP) have been launched in Taiwan over the
past two decades. Through those programs museums
have accumulated a vast amount of digital data. And
how the large amount of digital data can be used for
academic research purposes is the subject matter to be

discussed.

Many scholars believe that the focus should be
shifted from digital archives to digital humanities.
In the field of humanities, studies in the digital
humanities have reached preliminary results and
digital tools have been used such as geographic
information systems, term frequency analysis, and
social network analysis. Yet digital humanities tools
are seldom used by museums. One possible reason
is that museum’ s research projects are usually
collections- or images- oriented, whereas humanities
scholars conduct text-oriented studies. Lower levels
of openness of museum’ s collections data may also
affect non-museum scholars’ right to research due
to inaccessibility of digital data. Open data and open
access policies can be possible solutions for non-
museum scholars to access digital data of museum’ s

collections.

In this paper, I will give a general review
of museum studies and the application of digital
humanities tools to museology and related disciplines,
discuss obstacles and barriers of digital humanities
in museum studies, and offer some suggestions.
Considering the flourishing development of digital
humanities and its vast application to the field of
humanities, I expect that the application of digital
humanities will be an important future trend in

museum studies.

Keywords: digital technologies, digital archives,

digital humanities, museum studies, open data.
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