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Abstract

An industrial heritage museum traditionally
focuses on the physical remains of the history
of industry, technology and mining landscapes,
supplemented with cultural heritage of workers and
industrialists and contextual narratives which continue
in today’ s society, economy and industries. The
Gold Museum, designed to be an ecological museum,
manages rather than dominates cultural heritage.
It transforms industrial heritage into a sustainable
resource for local community development, and creates
sustainable platforms to share with the community
the resource, such as performing arts, metal crafts,
regional revitalization and festivals, and participatory
budgeting. However, the historic remains relating to the
mining industry in the Shui Jin Jiu region is an epitome
of Taiwan’ s diverse society. The competition-
cooperation relationship among bustling mountain
towns, negative memories of the prisoner-of-war camp,
heavy metal contamination, and unique art clusters
repeatedly drive the Gold Museum to maximize
its limited resources. The current challenge to the
preservation of cultural heritage is how to reinvigorate
building blocks which carry lost traditions and long
history. And the key to this challenge is that there
need to be people living in them as a community—an
organic and active community is the core. The focuses
of the topic of cultural heritage have also shifted from
maintenance to interpretation, such as how to create
connections between cultural heritage and people in
the present, how to facilitate reflection, how to make
use of appropriate technologies, and how to stimulate
community participation. When it comes to mining
landscape, cultural heritage needs to be considered
from the perspective of open landscapes so that
management strategies may be converged in a broader
and more diverse manner. The practice of management

of industrial heritage will give the city where the

heritage is a new positioning and definition. This paper
reviews how the Gold Museum—a Mining Museum—
practice creativity in interpretation processes and in
presentation models based on the ICOMOS Charter
for the Interpretation and Presentation of Cultural
Heritage Sites (2008), and discusses challenges and
opportunities of heritage interpretation and cultural

industrial heritage.

Keywords: Industrial heritage, heritage interpretation,

museum practice
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