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The Trakuban of Puyuma Tribe was a square or round platform supported by 10
to 20 round wooden columns or. thick bamboo shafts, and'was elevatedat about
3.5m above the ground. A round chamber was formed by bamboo on the platform,
and one had to climb in by the bamboo ladder. Inside the roem was a square even,
with beds spread against the wall and around the oven. The umbrella-shaped
ceiling was covered by a thatch roof.
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The social organization of the Puyuma Tribe emphasized the age of the men
and club system. Clubs were divided into teenager and youth clubs. Children at the
age of 11-12 joined the teenager clubs,once they have completed the first
ceremony towards adulthood, which involved the task of killing a monkey. At the
age of 19-20, young men completed their second adulthood ceremony to be
accepted into the youth club.
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Humans adapted their dwellings to the local geography and climate for | H= 2R ) BRERXEUNER S TIFERREMER  RERREEE RS
survival and safety. These dwellings sheltered them from beasts and natural | HUfIE + BHESS (F1E) AWKRRSH RESH 4 RAMEBESDERMER - AR
disasters. Human dwellings also demonstrate the effective application of local | AEEZEG6 E 12 1R - BE 8 RAML LAUREERITEM B -
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ST EEITg S '.T e vclos ARl shthc socidiolug i zatiotia el Stoliee . dwelling, the working room, and veranda. The veranda was built in a well-
cllitilrs o S Se e . ventilated positionin front of the house, where the Yamei (Dawu) people rested.

4 wooden columns supported the thatch ceiling of the veranda, although there
are verandas that have 6 to 12 columns. Normally, verandas that have 8 wooden

"'- Enffl:).' iﬁ }J': fﬂ? #_Z‘. ilﬂ iﬁ &fﬁ columns or more would have a setup ceremony.
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Although relics of postholes have been unearthed in the Shihsanhang Site,
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stone architecture remnants have not been found here. Hence, the structure of
the dwellings of the Shihsanhang people can be assumed to be classified as stilt
houses, a generic term for a special architectural form in Asia. Having various
forms, the common architectural feature among stilt houses is the elevated floor,
which is propped up by columns or piles to avoid miasma, moisture, and
flooding. In addition , it can prevent insects and snakes from entering.

With an abundant material culture, Yami (Tao) Tribe engaged in boat building
and creating silverware, earthenware, and pottery figures. Their most important
ceremony was the annual flying fish ceremony-held from March to-June:
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Architecture introduction

The men’s meeting house of Tsou Tribe was located at the center of-the
community, called Kuba. The Kuba was the-place for the political, religious, and
cultural activities of the tribe. Traditionally, the Kuba served-as-men's venue where
youngsters received their education and training from the elderly. Furthermore, it
was not only a headquarters during war, but-also.the space for major sacrifice
ceremonies.
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The communities of the Tsou Tribe were composed of a strict patriarchal
structure and political organization combine with large and small communities.
Among the various ceremonies, war sacrifice was the most important. The most
attractive feature of community life was the complicated sacrifice process, which
includes refurbishing the club, trimming and felling divine trees, welcoming,
entertaining, and dispatching ghosts, along with musical accompaniment.
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Stilt houses from The Genre Paintings of Austronesian Societies
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During the Qing Dynasty, a majority of the traditional settlements and
architecture of the Plains or Lowland Aborigines no longer existed. These can
only be seen in historical documents or illustrations, such as in “Fansu Liukao”
and The Genre Paintings of Austronesian Societies today. The Dadu River
served as the dividing line between two types of home architecture among the
Plains group. Tribes living south of the river built their houses mainly on earthen
platforms or foundations; those living north of the river built their houses on
stilts. The grain rooms showed no architectural difference between the north and
the south as they were all be built on stilts.
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The granary of Atayal Tribe was rectangular and characterized by 4 to 6 piles.
The granary was built beside the dwelling or'on-the farmland to store millet and
other grains. This design elevated grain from the ground, protecting it from
moisture and rats.
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The Atayal traditional way of life included hunting and burning cultivation from
mountain slope fields. Facial tattoo and weaving with complicated skill and design
are cultural characteristics. They especially preferred red clothes, because red
symbolized blood and power to them. Pasvake( sacrificial offering to ancient souls)
is an important custom. Music playing and dancing with Gan mouth string are the
distinctive features of Atayal entertainment activities.
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Granaries of Paiwan Tribe used by aristocrats symbolized their fortune and
power. These granaries were mainly built at the innermost side of the dwelling,
whereas a few were built outdoors: Aristocrats' granaries were bigger than
those of the common people. The granary was elevated approximately 1m
above the ground with 4 piles. Its structure was roughly similar to granaries of
other aboriginal minorities in Taiwan.
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Paiwan Tribe practiced a hereditary system of class distinctions among the
chieftain, nobility and commoners. They have developed decorative skills, and
are particular good at wood engraving. Colorful glazed beads, iron utensils, and
silver jewelry are highly valued. The hundred-pace snake and the human-head
designs on pottery urns, pots, and roof beams symbolized the superior status of
the noble family.



