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A Study of Taiwan Traditional Gold and Silver Jewelry
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Abstract

Jewelry is personal adornments that people wear
to decorate themselves, a distinct evidence showing
people's high interest on their body. Jewelry reflects
social symbol, religious belief, aesthetic taste and a
wearer's social status. The reason that gold and silver is
made into jewelry is associated with some advantages
of the material itself: aesthetic value (gloss), economic
added value (rarity), resistance to rust (oxidation-
resistance) and feasibility to process (malleability).

This study based on literature review, cultural
relics and unearthed antiquities aims to discuss shape,
workmanship and evolution of profiles and features
of jewelry decoration. Taiwan aboriginal gold and
silver jewelry had originally their own aboriginal style.
However, since the Ming and Qing Dynasty after the
immigration of Han people into Taiwan, the art of
shape and workmanship received deep influence from
mainland China and from the middle of 20th century,
the art of traditional gold and silver jewelry became
less important afterwards while under the influence
of western jewelry art, more emphasis has been put
on design and quantitative perspective. Therefore
handiwork jewelry gradually fell into decline.

In conclusion, the opportunities to use traditional
gold and silver jewelry in Taiwan are usually during
some transitional stage of life, such as birth, coming
of age, marriage and death. This aspect may be related
to the positive and brightness of the nature of gold;
on the other hand, it implies gift exchange from the
perspective of economic dimension and with regards to
a certain nature of engagement.

Keywords: Taiwan, gold and silver jewelry,
aboriginals, Han people, transitional stage
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