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Relation between Ecomuseum Management and Local

Community Development, Case Study on New Taipei
City Gold Museum of Taiwan
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Abstract

Jinguashi settlement mining sites located in Tai-
wan’s potential World Heritage Site. After the shut-
down of the mining industry in 1987, there was a sig-
nificant wave of emigration, causing a great depression
to the settlement. However, the lifestyle, landscape as
well as the historical features is now being considered
the microcosm of Taiwan’s mining industry over a
hundred years. Therefore, with the aim of preserving
local history and landscape features, and boosting the
local economy, the first ecomuseum in Taiwan - New
Taipei City Gold Museum, was established in 2005.

This study attempts to understand the effects of
the establishment of Gold Museum on Jinguashi set-
tlements after the shutdown and emigration in early
time. With the support from the government, a local
communication platform — Gold Museum, has been
established, and the issues on collective memory pres-
ervation, presentation of local history, restoration of
abandoned facility and population decline can now
be confronted through this platform. Additionally, the
Museum is trying to interpret the relation between
“Ecomuseum” and “local community economy” from
“government and expert’s role”, “local residents” and
“tourists and investors” sides of view. The transitional
timeline was started from 1987, where mining industry
ended; 1994, where the project of establishing Gold
Museum took place and to the grand opening in 2005
until now. Besides, the Museum has looked into the
changes in the number of visitors and the interaction
with local community over the past decade, and the ef-
fects of the changes on environment. Hoping that the
experience gained from this case study can become the
foundation for the further development on the industri-
al relics’ tourism in Jinguashi with the concept of “sus-
tainable development on Ecomuseum” and “boosting

the economy in local community” in long term.
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