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The red brick-lined “Old Street” in Sanxia, one of the 
longest preserved nationwide, is a great historical and 
cultural asset of the community. While the Baroque-
style triple-arched facades along the street radiate 
unique charms and ambience, the ornamental gables 
atop the building are richly adorned with a great variety 
of motifs and symbols. The eminent features of this 
architecture style are embodies by the beams, columns, 
and inscription boards as well. Especially enchanting is 
the scene of arcades magically transformed by the fall of 
night.

Sanxia Old Street Sanxia Old Street
三峽 -老街

三峽
Sanxia District

The Qingshui Zushi Temple at Changfuyan of Sanxia 
District, along with the Manga and Danshui Zushi 
Temples, is regarded as one of three major Zushi temples 
in northern Taiwan. It functions as the religious center 
of local community, and was restored and renovated 
under the supervision of the renowned artist Prof. Li 
Mei-shu. The temple is widely respected as a “Palace of 
Oriental Art” for its ingenious design and meticulous 
craftsmanship. The artistic significance is further 
enhanced by the divine solemnity of spiritual ambience. 
Among the temple’s best known activities is the annual 
Holy Pig Festival celebrated on the sixth day of the first 
lunar month.

Sanxia -Qingshui Zushi Temple at Changfu Rock
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Hakka Museum

New Taipei City Hakka Museum

With its stylish outlook, multimedia representation 
and modern space management, New Taipei City 
Hakka Museum in Longen Village of Sanxia District has 
been functioning as a popular hangout that attracts 
Hakka people from different communities. One of 
the museum’s major missions is to integrate the 
entertaining elements into the promotion of Hakka 
culture, so that the public could come to appreciate 
Hakka culture in a pleasant and friendly learning 
atmosphere.

Qingshui Street—A Walkway 
Lined with willow trees
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土城
Tucheng District

Chengtian Temple- 
Tung Blossom Park

Chengtian Temple- 
Tung Blossom Park

Chengtian Temple- 
Tung Blossom Park

The Tung Blossom

Around April or May each year, a poetic scene emerges 
as Tung blossoms, like dancing snowflakes, undulate in 
the wind across the landscape, as graceful as a sonnet. 
Few visitors can resist the temptation to take some 
snapshots with their cameras. Since the opening of 
the Taipei Metro Banqiao-Nangang Line, each season 
attracts hundreds of thousands of visitors to Tucheng 
for this poetic experience. Besides Tung dancing, the 
magnificent spectacles of cherry blossoms take place in 
early spring along the cherry blossom trails.
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The Tucheng Scrap Car Yard

The Tucheng Scrap Car Yard

Chengtian Chan Temple

Founded by Master Kuang Chin, Chengtian Chan 
Temple is a prestige Buddhist shrine in northern Taiwan. 
Nestled on the hillside and accessible by hiking paths, 
the monastery is a regular place of worship for many 
pilgrims. Visitors stepping up the hillside stairway are 
received by a magnificent overlook and a building 
complex enclosed in spiritual simplicity and solemn 
tranquility. The idyllic scene is further enlivened by the 
luxuriant green plants on the monastery grounds. The 
surrounding white walls and the green-tile roofs and 
eaves are the most salient features of the architecture. 
The ambience of the monastery suggests not only image 
of a meditation retreat hidden in deep forest, but also 
that of a perfect setting for the on-location filming of 
swordsman adventure movies.

Chengtian Temple
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Zhonghe and Yonghe are often referred to as the 
“Twin He.” These two neighboring districts in Taipei are 
regarded by many as places where one gets lost easily. 
The labyrinth of meandering roads and streets and 
confusing street names simply disorient the uninitiated. 
Many elements of Twin He are reminiscent of movie 
scenes: the high population density, shadows cast on 
concrete walls, power poles jutting skyward, the sharp 
contrast between new buildings under construction and 
the old apartments next door, the hustle and bustle, and 
the never-ending daily chaos. The ongoing process of 
the new replacing the old reveals the unique vitality and 
charm which keep attracting overseas Chinese who wish 
to make the districts their home.

The Myanmar and Korean 
S t r e e t s  a r e  t h e  m o s t 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c a s e s . 
Myanmar Street, the larger 
o f  t h e  t w o ,  c a m e  i n t o 
ex is tence  in  the  1960 's 
when a group of Chinese 
who fled the war in China 
immigrated to Taiwan from 
M y a n m a r,  t h e i r  f o r m e r 
adopted homeland.  The 
convenience of living and 
cheap rents in Nanshijiao 
prov ide  incent ives  that 
keep attracting more and 
m o re  B u r m e s e  C h i n e s e 
immigrants to this area. The 
street with its many Burmese 
restaurants and eateries not 
only feeds the local people, 
but also become a tourist 
attraction. On the weekend 
many come by metro to 
sample genuine Burmese 
cuisine. Thingyan, also called 
the Mynamar Water Festival, 
or the Buddhist New Year, is 
celebrated here from April 
13 through 16.

Korean Streets

Korean Streets

中和 /永和
Zhonghe / Yonghe

District

Jieyu Used Newstand
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Private Nanshan Senior High School Indoor Stadium

Twin He with its ethnic diversity has become a cultural 
phenomenon. The distinct lifestyle and ambience have 
special appeal to people like the international renowned 
film director Tsai Ming-liang, who was born in Malaysia 
of Chinese ethnic background and immigrated to Taiwan 
later on. In Twin He, Tsai not only takes up his residence, 
but also carries out many on-location filming. He also 
owns a coffee house in Yonghe.
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The Archway at National 
Taiwan Library National Taiwan Library

The must-see locations in Twin He include the Xingnan 
Night Market, the Lehua Night Market, and the 823 
Memorial Park, the area's most notable green space. The 
park boasts a dog-walking corner, three amphitheaters, 
and a public library. Tired from walking, visitors may take 
a break in Yonghe's famous World Overlord Soy Milk Bar. 
While strolling around this area, visitors may take a break 
in Yonghe's famous World Overlord Soy Milk Bar. Deep 
into the night, the hustle and bustle inside the bar appear 
so ensuring and so comforting that few guests would 
depart from there without hesitation.

Daily life in in Zhonghe and Yonghe is spiced with 
unpretentious delight. And yet a sense of alienation and 
of loneness may permeate through the cracks of the 
daily routines. Perhaps it is the confronting of these two 
contrasting drives that makes up the best reservoir of 
imagination and inspiration for film making.

Zhonghe Liansheng St.

Yonghe Fude Temple
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Sanchong District

The mention of Sanchong is easily associated with the 
images of people with mixed backgrounds, a mingling 
of good and evil, and the never-ceasing daily hustle and 
bustle. For some time, Sanchong was even regarded 
as the embodiment of “uncouth Taiwanese people” 
thanks to its rampaging motorcyclists. But on the other 
hand, with the clamor of the crowd and the steaming 
foodstuffs in its night markets, Sanchong also resembles 
an incubator where many good stories begin.

New Taipei Municipal New Taipei Senior High School

New Taipei Municipal New Taipei Senior High School 
Swimming PoolSanchong
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Sanchong Household Registration Office

New Taipei City Hospital Sanchong Branch

Sanchong Riverside Park

New Taipei City Hospital Sanchong Branch
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The “Air Force First Village in Sanchong,” a unique 
housing complex for air force personnel and their 
families, is the first of these kinds of villages that is 
preserved intact in New Taipei City. The village in fact 
consists of houses with low walls, atop which the Flags 
of the Republic of China are fluttering in the breeze. The 
sprawling complex beside the Tamsui river, well preserved 
in its entirety, stands as unwavering witness of history.

Air Force First Village in Sanchong

Air Force First Village in Sanchong

Air Force First Village in Sanchong

Sanchong is also an address of diverse landscapes, e.g. 
the  Zhongxiao Pier with its panoramic view of downtown 
Taipei engulfed in golden glow of sunset, as well as 
the splendid Xianse Temple, where many TV dramas, 
including “Boys Can Fly,” “Night Market Life,” and “ 
Once Upon a Time in Beitou,” were filmed.
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Luchou St. Joseph 
Catholic Church

 Taipei Metropolitan Park

Luzhou Elementary School- 
The School Gate

蘆洲
Luzhou District

Luzhou, located to the east of Wugu District, north of 
Sanchong, and south of Shilin, was historically called in 
different ways : Heshangzhou, Monk's House, Monk’s 
Sandbar. (“Heshangzhou” is a homonym of monk). 
Luzhou means literally “Sandbar of reeds” for its close 
proximity to the sandbars in the Tamsui River in earlier 
times, a flood-prone area carpeted with widespread 
reeds. Later urbanization has transformed this region 
into a new township of thriving industries and commerce. 
Most recently, the accessibility to MRT has encouraged a 
new influx of visitors and commuters.
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Yonglian Temple

Baohe Temple

The Luzhou Temple Grounds Business District

Luzhou Temple Grounds Business District is centered 
around the Yonglien Temple. In the tradition of catering 
to the needs of local residents, the marketplace opens 
three times each day to provide different services. This 
district functions as Luzhou's cultural, religious, as well 
as administrative center. Even the hawker stands on 
the temple grounds serving local cuisine like Oyster 
Omelettes and Qie-a Noodle constitute parts of a colorful 
and diverse folk culture.

Bihua Fabrics Street- 
Some of the Retailers There
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Li Family Abode, Lujhou

The Forbidden City Museum

Founded by sculptor and collector Mr. Wang Liang-
Chuan, the Forbidden City Museum in Luzhou is a quaint 
building of classical beauty. At the entrance, visitors are 
confronted with a grandiose view of two stone lions 
and a decorated archway emanating ancient Chinese 
charm. Eminent objects in the collection include the large 
statues of Tang-Dynasty officials and generals, a so-called 
Dingjiangshan Magic Stone. Collected here are also 
jade pieces, bronze ware, wood sculptures, chinaware, 
weapons, and headwear. Some of them were even from 
emperors’ collection. Since exquisite artworks such as a 
gold-threaded jade burial suit and a jadeite cabbage are 
also included in the collection, this museum even enjoys 
the compliment of being compared with the renowned 
National Palace Museum.

The Li Residence

Recognized as a Grade 3 historical site, the Li Residence is 
also called the Li Family Home or Li Ancestral Residence. 
This family residence is a large compound of brick-and-
stone structure well known for its simple and unadorned 
design. The absence of wooden columns, the relative 
scarcity of ornamental structures, and a crisscross 
of horseback, or saddle-shaped, roof ridges are the 
compound's defining features. The compound consists 
of three separate “siheyuan- styled” (or Chinese 
quadrangles) courtyards each surrounded by buildings 
on all four sides. In total, the compound has 7 halls, 56 
rooms, and 120 doors. Trees are planted surrounding the 
residence buildings. In the front yard one finds a half-
moon-shaped lotus pond connected via a canal to the 
Tamsui River. The Li Residence with its elegant simplicity 
and graceful ingenuity symbolizes the traditional 
architecture of family compound in rural Taiwan.

Teresa Teng Bronze StatueBihua St.
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Li Family Abode, Lujhou
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Banqiao is a district where what is new coexists with what 
has seen better days. With the Lin Family Mansion and 
Garden with its rich legacies sitting close to the thriving 
New Banqiao Special District, and the classical mansion 
of nostalgic ambience contrasting sharply with the 
nearby brand new union station of triple-rail system, this 
hybridity of modernity and tradition symbolizes what is 
characteristic of metropolitan landscape in present-day 
Taiwan.

Visitors who come to the New Banqiao Special District 
for the first time are mostly surprised by the delightful 
view of this city space. The deliberate space planning 
offers a landscape of spacious amenity, despite the dense 
concentration of massive buildings like the New Taipei 
City Hall and the new multi-rail Banqiao Station. The 
district is equipped with many public art installations 
and a large outdoor illuminated wall, high-rises with 
European style, as well as orderly arrays of streets that 
suggest the impression of Tokyo's Roppongi District. The 
observation deck top on the 32nd floor of the New Taipei 
City Hall resembles provides an overview not only of the 
geographic landscape, but seemingly also of daily human 
stories in the making.

板橋
Banqiao District

The Xinban Special Zone's Elevated Overpass

The Xinban Special Zone
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Exterior of Fuzhong 15 Documentary Cinema

Both The New Taipei City Hall and the Banqiao Station, 
two neighboring imposing buildings separated only by 
the Xianmin Avenue in the middle, are the most salient 
landmarks of this area. The Banqiao Station, with an 
outlook of elegant modernity and a bright and spacious 
interior, houses a rooftop garden restaurant on the 
second floor famous for its festive holiday atmosphere. 
The New Taipei Town Hall is a massive building of 33 
floors with an observation deck top on the 32nd floor. 
During the Christmas holiday season, the New Taipei City 
Hall and the adjoining Citizen Plaza are transformed into 
a splendidly celebrating stage decorated with a giant 
Christmas tree and a vast amount of glittering ornaments.

Huangshi Market

A remarkable attraction in the Fuzhong Business District 
is the so-called “Frolicking Dragon of Banqiao,” a 
110-meter long, 3.2-meter wide pedestrian overpass. 
The sight of the dragon at night, laser-illuminated with 
ever-changing color and with a twisting python like 
appearance, is not only eye-catching but also evokes a 
sensual feeling of magical amazement.

The Xinban Special Zone
Jiangcui Police Station
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The Lin Family Mansion and Garden, an exquisite and 
elaborate designed architecture rich in cultural heritage, 
has employed high-grade camphor timber as its major 
building material. A zigzagging corridor meanders 
its way amid exquisite and elegant pavilions, decks, 
halls, chambers and deliberately arranged miniature 
mountains and ponds. The mansion interior is exquisitely 
decorated and meticulously arranged, and most of the 
roofs are swallowtail in shape. This stately mansion, 
recognized now as a Grade-2 historical site, represent the 
magnificent style of wealthy merchants’ residences.

In addition to its old and modern architecture, Banqiao 
is also a place committed to culture and art with special 
attractions like the 435 Art Venue, the Fuzhou Arts 
Innovation Village, and the Fuzhong 15 Animation 
and Story Gallery. In the course of time, Banqiao has 
witnessed the development of certain neighborhoods 
into niches specializing in different kinds of service, such 
as facial hair removal and wedding dress rental service. 
The transformation of Banqiao is indeed the epitome of 
Taiwan’s urbanization history.

Lin Family Mansion and Garden
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Lin Family Mansion and Garden

Lin Family Mansion and Garden

Banqiao 435 Art Venue

Banqiao 435 Art Venue

Fuzhou Qinmin ParkFuzhou Qinmin Park
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Lujiao River Manmade Wetlands

鹿角溪人工濕地

樹林
Shulin District

The Lujiao River Constructed wetland, originally a landfill, 
is located near Chenglin Bridge, where the Lujiao and 
Dahan River intersect. The project to turn the landfill into 
wetland, with a budget more than NT$50 million, includes 
the construction of several ecological ponds on a sandy 
plateau. The ponds are covered with aquatic plants such 
as the Barringtonia and lotus. The environment also 
attracts wild birds like magpies, swallows, egrets, and 
black-winged stilts to stay and to forage for food. Here 
visitors can enjoy beautiful scenery vitalized by nature 
and wildlife.

New Taipei City Library Ganyuan Branch
New Taipei City Library 
Leshan Branch

New Taipei City Library 
Leshan Branch

New Taipei City Library 
Leshan Branch

Lujiao River 
Manmade Wetlands

Lujiao River 
Manmade Wetlands
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Yingge is located within the Tamsui River drainage area 
on a downstream shore of Dahan River, adjacent to Shulin 
in the east, Pa-Deh city and Taoyuan city in the west, San-
Shia town and Ta-Chi town in the south and Kwiie-Hsiang 
and Shulin town in the north. The name Yingge, meaning 
"parrot song", is derived from the parrot shaped giant 
rock outcropping slightly north of the town.

鶯歌
Yingge District

The Ceramics Old Street

The Ceramics Old Street

Yingge Ceramics Workshop

Yingge Old Street



40

39

都
市
風
情

鶯
歌

The landscape of Yingge, like the quality of fine porcelain, 
is gracefully modest and tenderly warm. In addition to 
the old kiln tunnels, other cultural heritages include 
Yingge Railroad Station with old rails and the buildings 
from colonial period. Among the notable buildings from 
the era under Japanese rule are the Siheyuan-styled 
compounds and the Wangyangju Residence, a Baroque 
architecture built in the fifth year of the reign of Japanese 
Emperor Taisho (1916). Baroque style was quite popular 
at that time, and the use of a calabash bas relief as facade 
ornamentation for the Wangyangju Residence indicates 
a fashion integrating Chinese and Western architectural 
designs.

Yingge Railroad Station

Sculptures at the Entrance 
to Fu Gue Ceramics Park

Wangyangju Residence

Yingge, the “Jingde Town of Taiwan”, is the capital 
of ceramics industry in Taiwan. Accordingly, the urban 
landscape of Yingge reflects the developing history 
of ceramics production. Quadrilateral kilns are famed 
landmarks throughout Yingge and these few remaining 
kilns symbolize the huge numbers of kilns that once 
existed on this site. One of the best-known attractions 
on the town's Old Street is a tall chimney of 30 or 40 
years old. Also eye-catching is the “Tunnel Kiln.” The 
Old Street, a continuous row of pottery and craft shops 
interspersed with tea houses and cafes, is reminiscent of 
the town’s golden era. Some elements of the street view 
are deliberately arranged with standardized form and 
color, such as the street lights, the brown eaves and the 
red-brick door frames.

Four Corner Kiln

The Ceramics Old Street
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Yingge Ceramics Museum

Officially opened to the public in 2000, the museum 
is a three-storied structure plus a two-level basement. 
The exterior’s exposed concrete and steel supports 
provide a modestly grey appearance. A big glass curtains 
allow sunlight to shine through and radiate the spacious 
interior with countless visual effects. The museum is not 
only an arena for artworks and cultural heritages; its 
unique ambience has recently made it a popular setting 
for television trendy drama. As the first professional 
museum wholly dedicated to ceramics in Taiwan, it is 
committed to exhibiting the Taiwanese ceramic culture 
and stimulating the public's interest and attention in 
ceramics. With its abundant collections and inspiring 
education programs, a visiting of the museum guarantee 
an intellectual feast and artistic entertainment.

Yingge Ceramics Museum

Yingge Ceramics Museum

Yingge Ceramics Museum
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The Wugu Industrial Park is officially named “New Taipei 
Industrial Park”. Equipped with spacious asphalt-paved 
roads and large warehouses, this sprawling industrial 
park houses the New Taipei City Exhibition Hall of more 
than 30,000 square meter floor space.

五股 /泰山
Wugu / Taishan District

Wugu Streets Wugu Streets
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New Taipei City Exhibition Hall

The mission of the New Taipei City Exhibition Hall is to 
become a leading entertainment, conference and event 
venue in Taiwan. The outlook of elegant gray-white 
design symbolizes the new concept of the e-generation. 
The height of the ceiling is 13 to 20 meters high and 
the longest stretch is 70 meters. The area includes 180 
pair of steel beams with rings on the ceiling and without 
the pillar in the middle. The structure of the building is 
purpose-built to provide superb flexibility and versatility 
under one roof.
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Wugu Industrial Park
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Mingzhi Academy

The Ming Zhi Academy, founded in 1763 and respected 
as “the first academy in northern Taiwan”, is the first 
official and private education center in Northern Taiwan. 
The building’s  swallowtail roof, an arc-shaped roof 
ridge with upturned ends, is a symbol of social status. 
Back in the Qing dynasty, only scholars who had passed 
the national or provincial examinations were allowed to 
use swallowtail roofs roof in their buildings.

Mingzhi Academy

Upper Taishan Temple

Taishan Indoor Stadium Basketball Court

Mingzhi Academy
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The Temple Street in Xinzhuang, center of a thriving 
a business district, has the highest concentration of 
temples countrywide. Famous Temples around this 
street include the Guangfu Temple and Ciyou Temple. 
Dedicated to the “Kings of Three Mountains”, the 
Guangfu temple is a “street house-style” building and 
a national grade-2 historical site. The Ciyou Temple, on 
the other hand, is a Chaozhou-style design and national 
grade-3 historical site dedicated to Mazu, the goddess of 
the sea. These temples preserve invaluable cultural relics 
like the inscribed stone slabs and woodcarvings dating 
from the Qianlong and Jiaqing Periods of Qing Dynasty.

Linquancheng Historical 
BuildingChaojiang Temple

新莊
Xinzhuang District

Ciyou Temple

Guangfu Temple

Dragon 
Column

The Temple Street The Temple Street
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Xinzhuang Civil Sports Center

Xinzhuang Civil Sports Center

Dahan River

Founded by the Holy See, Fu Jen Catholic University 
with its graceful campus and carefully manicured lawns 
has been a place of refreshing and relaxing for the local 
community. At Christmas, the entire campus is decorated 
with splendid ornaments and immersed in a festival 
atmosphere.
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Fu Jen Catholic University-Zhongmei Hall

Fu Jen Catholic University

Fu Jen Catholic University
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The Zhulin Shan Guanyin Temple

Built in 1939, the temple is dedicated to the so-called 
18-armed Guanyin, the goddess of mercy, and has 
undergone three times of reconstruction. After the 
latest 12-years-long reconstruction of a budget of NT$2 
billion, the temple is reopened with a grand rededication 
ceremony in December of 2012. The building’s major 
structure is supported by millennium-old Taiwan 
cypress timbers, and its walls are made from limestone 
blocks imported from mainland China, all meticulously 
sculptured and covered with up to 10 million pieces 
of gold foils. The sculptured cypress altar, about 13 
meters in length, is completed by more than 10 master 
craftsmen after a total of 10,000 workdays.

林口
Linkou District
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Fossil fuel power Plant

M o t o r i s t s  h e a d i n g  t o w a r d 
Zhuwei Fishing village from the 
Bali Incineration Plant will see a 
smokestack in the distance, painted 
with broad stripes alternatively 
in white and red. Situated in this 
location resembling the magical 
setting of Hayao Miyazaki's animation 
films is the Linkou Fossil fuel power 
Plant. The plant is known, especially 
among prolific photographers, to be 
an idea spot to watch the spectacular 
sunset. As the sun goes down, and 
against a background of immense 
sky and sea, clouds and shoals are 
seemingly connected to make an 
enchanting panoramic view.
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Xizhi connects Taipei Basin and the 
mountains of Yilan, the name literally 
means “the place where the tide of 
Keelung River stops”. While Xizhi 
is now slowly transforming from old 
townships into a rising technology 
city, it is also an exceptional place for 
tea planting due to its rich mountain 
ter ra ins .  X izh i  i s  sur rounded by 
mountains, with the Wuzhi mountain 
range standing to its north where 
Kezilin Shan offers unique scenery. 
Also cal led Jinming Shan, Kezi l in 
Shan appears like a huge decorative 
partition. The Kezilin walking trail, well 
known among mountain enthusiasts, 
stretches across land that still preserves 
a certain degree of undisturbed natural 
serenity. The trail leads to an unnamed 
pond where the rippling water surface 
reflects the golden sunshine passing 
through forest, radiating an ambience 
of Shangri-La.

汐止
Xizhi District

Gongbei Temple is one of the renown temples in Xizhi, as 
indicated by the saying“Gongbei Temple in the North 
is comparable to Zhinan Temple in the South.” With its 
overlapping rooftops forming a downhill cascade amid lush 
cedar trees, the temple is an admired address to enjoy the 
view of color changing maples in autumn and winter.

Wuzhi Mountain 
Military Cemetery

Xinshan Dream LakeXin Mountain
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Xinshan Dream Lake

Xinshan Dream Lake is a scenic site consists of Xinshan 
and Dream Lake. Dream Lake is a small graceful barrier 
lake hidden in the mountain 325 meters above sea level. 
Triangular in shape with each side measuring about 50 
meters in length, this dammed pond used to serve the 
irrigation purpose for farmers. Pond water is sparkling 
clear, reflecting the lush trees surrounding it. In winter, 
the mist-shrouded pond looks dreamily beautiful, hence 
the name Dream Lake.

The Xinshan, accessible by a walking trail near the Dream 
Lake, could hardly be characterized as a high mountain 
with its summit standing only 499 meters above sea level. 
However, the image of Xinshan is awesome imposing, 
with a rugged rock jutting skyward near the summit and 
hanging above the deep valley at the feet of precipitous 
cliffs. Moreover, Xinshan towers over the neighboring 
summits to provide a vast field of vision.
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深坑
Shenkeng District

Yonganju
Shenkeng Elementary School- 
Hundred Years Auditorium

Shenkeng is located close to the southeastern rim of the 
Taipei Basin, surrounded by hills on its four sides. The 
Jingmei River runs through the area with predominant 
landscape of rolling hills 300 to 500 meters above sea 
level. What gives this small town its special charm are 
its old streets, old trees and old houses, some even call 
these old things the “soul of Shenkeng”.

Old Residences

The name “Shenkeng” literally means deep 
tunnel and is derived from the shape of the 
low-lying riverside town. In Qing Dynasty, a 
Huang family developed to be the wealthiest 
clan in the region by trading in rice, tea and 
indigo dye. Huang Lianxian from a third-
generation scion, and his children built seven 
traditional-style residences which are now 
well-known scenic spots of the town. Yonganju 
(Yongan Mansion), the best known and biggest 
among them, is now a national Grade-3 
historical site. The mansion's roofs, propped up 
by exquisitely colorful gables, are the so-called 
horseback roofs each with a cross section that 
resembles an oversized Chinese character 火 .

The Dexingju (Dexing Mansion) is a Western-
style street house with its facades decorated 
with clay Baroque-style bas reliefs depicting 
Chinese and Western plants and mascot 
motifs. The mansion's colorful pattern tiles 
show a wide variety of graphic designs. Already 
the most luxurious home back in the time of 
Japanese rule, the mansion now is the most 
representative building on the town's Old 
Street.

The Settlement Era has left deep marks in 
this hill town, among the most notable is the 
concentration of old mansions. Aside from 
the two mentioned above, there are notable 
buildings like Fuanju (Fuan Mansion), Rundeju 
(Runde Mansion) and others, each unique in 
style and charm and bearing witness to the 
bygone era.

DexingjuShenkeng Old Street
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Shenkeng Old Street

Shenkeng Arts Space
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Old Trees

The Shenkeng Old Street, known for its bean curd (tofu) 
Regarded as the “Tofu Capital” of Taiwan, Shenkeng 
is famous for its great variety of tofu (bean curd) snacks 
centered around the Old Street. However, the spiritual 
landmarks of the town are two old trees standing on the 
end of the Old Street. One is the century-old Bischofia 
javanica Blume tree, and the other is a camphor tree two 
or three decades older than the former. Like sentries 
guarding their hometown, their elegantly posture 
provides leafy and shady place for meeting and relaxing.
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Shenkeng Old Street



66

65

Qiandao Lake Feitsui Reservior

Bagua Tea Garden

石石定
Shiding District

Hidden in the hillside town Shiding lies a picturesque 
hideaway Qiandao Lake (Thousand Island Lake). From the 
nearby Yongan scenic trail, one can have a 360-degree 
bird's- eye view of Feitsui Reservoir, where the water 
are partitioned by hillocks to form a multitude of small 
lakes in various sizes. Despite its relative obscurity, the 
landscape around Thousand Island Lake is fascinatingly 
beautigul.

There is a footpath connecting the Thousand Island Lake 
to the Bagua Tea Garden, a scenic place of ever-changing 
charm and beauty.

Sh
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Pinglin Tea Museum

Qinshui Suspension Bridge

坪林
Pinglin District

Pinglin Tea Plantation

Anti-Corruption In-Service 
Education Center of AAC

Another natural scenic 
s p o t  i s  H e i l o n g t a n 
('black dragon pond') 
C a m p i n g  G r o u n d . 
Driving from Xindian 
a l o n g  t h e  Ta i p e i -
Yilan Highway, it takes 
a b o u t  1 0 0  m i n u te s 
to reach the camping 
ground. Surrounding 
b y  a  s t r e a m  w i t h 
c r y s t a l  c l e a r  w a t e r 
and lush vegetation, 
the ground offers a 
space of refreshing and 
recreation for urban 
visitors.

Pi
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Known as the “township of tea” of New Taipei City, 
Pinglin occupies an important place in Taiwanese tea 
history, with its superior cultivation and processing 
techniques and as a distribution center of Pouchong 
tea. Each year, the local farmers' association organizes 
a tea summer camp, demonstrating and promoting the 
knowledge about tea picking, processing, and sampling.

Traveling by car along the winding, tree-lined Taipei-
Yilan Highway, visitors can not only feast their eyes on 
the beautiful mountain scenery, but also stop for a cup 
of tea or a stroll down the old streets. The old streets 
teemed with tea retailers and featured restaurants that 
attract visitor with their distinct allures. The Pinglin Tea 
Industry Museum is one of the highlights of Pinglin. 
Housed in a southern Fujian siheyuan-styled (Chinese 
quadrangles) building equipped with plenty of corridors, 
round doorways, and latticework , the museum is 
reminiscent of the traditional architecture in the coastal 
areas immediately south of Yangtze River. Behind the 
museum is an ecological park permeated with tranquility 
and fragrance of camellia.
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Ecological diversity is the hallmark of Quchi Riverside, a 
quiet, waterfront place shaped like L-square in Xindian 
River. The Quchi Elementary School, located within the 
water source protection areas in the upper reaches of 
the Xindian River, has launched a “Riverside Program”, 
promoting teaching and learning outdoors in and from 
the nature. The school is designated by the Ministry of 
Education as one of the Featured Schools.

新店
Xindian District

HeMeiShan Trails

Tai Bai Mansion

Waterfront Restaurant

Xindian Ferry Jetty
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Manual Ferry Service Manual Ferry Service

HeMeiShan Trails
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Jing-mei Human Rights Memorial & Cultural Park

Jing-mei Human Rights Memorial&Cultural Park

Jing-mei Human Rights Memorial&Cultural Park

Jing-mei Human Rights Memorial&Cultural ParkJing-mei Human Rights Memorial&Cultural Park

Jing-mei Human Rights Memorial & Cultural Park

In its former function, the park was the “Military Justice 
School” and then a detention center under the Taiwan 
Garrison Command's military justice department, where 
major criminal offenders and political prisoners were 
detained and tried until the Martial Law was lifted in 
1987. In 2002, the entire compound was recognized as 
a historical site, and a restoration plan was lunched to 
transform it into a human rights memorial park dedicated 
to victims of political persecution. 

In 2007, a partial restoration project was carried directed 
by the renowned architect Chien Hsueh-Yi who erect 
a wall of Architecture concrete at the entrance as a 
metaphor of confinement and isolation. 

The Renai Hall, a building decorated with white hollow 
concrete blocks, was originally the Jingmei Detention 
Center. In the aftermath of the 1979 Formosa Incident 
(or Kaohsiung Incident), prominent former political 
dissidents like Shih Ming-te, Lu Hsiu-lien, Chen Chu, 
and Chang Wen-ing were imprisoned here. After some 
reconstruction efforts, the park is now a public space for 
education and recreation.

Xi
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Bitan Scenic area

Bitan, literally a green water pond, is one of the famous 
attractions near MRT Xindian station and a good place for 
people to relax and enjoy their weekend. The 200-meter 
long, rainbow-shaped Bitan Suspension Bridge is the 
well-known landmark. The bridge, the floating boats on 
the lake, and the reflection of the green mountains on 
the water surface all are combined to form a scene of 
exquisite beauty.

The HeMeiShan footpath consists of two hiking trails, 
called the blue and green routes respectively, with 
one leading to the Xindian Ferry Jetty Literary Theme 
Footpath and the other to the summit of HeMeiShan. The 
ShiTou Mountain on the right riverbank, also referred to 
as Xindian's Little Lion Mountain, has five summits, each 
with a pavilion atop that provides a vast field of vision; 
even the Taipei 101 is visible from there.

Bitan

Bitan Bitan Suspension Bridge

Bitan Suspension Bridge The Old Street on Bitan

Bitan East Coast Restaurant
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Bitan
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Sunshine Bridge

The steel cables hanging from the arch of Sunshine 
Bridge are arranged like the strings of a harp, which give 
the bridge a very impressive appearance. As the largest 
steel structure bridge countrywide, it has a 245-meter 
clear span and a total length of 315 meters, without any 
supporting abutments in the river. The bridge stretches 
over the Xidian River, connecting the Sunshine Sports 
Park on the stream's left bank with the Rhine Park on 
the right shore. This “landscape” bridge, with both 
bicycle and pedestrian paths on it, is an ideal place for 
leisure, sport and refreshing. It is also popular hangout 
for photography enthusiasts. As the streetlights lit up 
at seven o'clock in the evening, beautiful reflections on 
the rippling waves underneath emerge. Laser shows are 
staged at special occasions.

Xi
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Sunshine Bridge

Sunshine Bridge

Sunshine Sports Park
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烏來
Wulai District

Neidong Waterfall (Middle Level)

Lanhou Waterfall

The Wuzhongxi Waterfall in Wulai's Fushan Village is also 
called the Lanhou Waterfall. With the waterfall's steep 
precipitating, water cascades down along the orderly 
arranged rocks to form a magnificent performance of 
nature.
 

Wulai Atayal Museum

Wulai, known for its mountain scenery in northern 
Taiwan, is located within a water source protection area, 
not far away from the metropolitan Taipei and close to 
the intersection of Nanshi and Tonghou Stream. It is an 
aboriginal settlement with its residents mostly of Atayal 
tribe. The streams snaking through the deep valley and 
the surrounding mountains towering over the water 
form a scene of imposing magnificence and beauty. 
The famous attractions include hot springs, an old 
street, a waterfall, the Yunxian Resort, as well as the only 
remaining trail rail system in operation nationwide.

The 2011 film “Seediq Bale” rekindled popular interest 
in Wulai's tribal culture. Director Wei Te-sheng’s 
decision to  adopt Wulai as the setting of his on-
location filming, as he explains later, is persuaded by the 
enigmatic beauty of the ecological environment along 
the Tonghou Stream.

W
ul
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Wulai Atayal MuseumLansheng Bridge
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Wulai Waterfall

Xinxian Suspension Bridge 
and Old Xinxian Road

The Xinxian Suspension 
B r i d g e ,  a l s o  c a l l e d  t h e 
Hei Bridge (literally black 
b r i d g e ) ,  i s  s i t u a t e d  o n 
Wulai's Huanshan Road, 
about  midway between 
the Waterfall and Neidong 
Forest Recreational Park . 
The 30-meter bridge spans 
a c r o s s  N a n s h i  St r e a m , 
connecting Huanshan Road 
and Old Xinxian Road. A 
walk across the bridge in 

the company of surrounding mountains and trees is a 
refreshing experience. Woodcarvings depicting Atayal 
warriors and women adorn the two ends of the bridge, 
vividly capturing the vicissitudes of tribal life. A footpath 
that branches off from the Old Xinxian Road is well-
known for its location surrounded by several streams. 
Along this footpath, visitors can conveniently enjoy 
the view of 10 waterfalls, namely the Shenglong, Dadu, 
Xiaochi, Tongtian, Qianlong, Shiqiang, Fuqi, Xiaohai, 
Popo and Gonggong Waterfalls.

Xinxian Footpath

A Tunnel for 
Railroad HandcartsA Railroad Handcarts
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Xinxian Suspension Bridge
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Xinxian Suspension Bridge
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Shenglong Waterfall

Wulai Forestry Museum Wulai Forestry Museum

A-Yu Stream

Nanshi Stream

Tea Gardens

Wulai also is known for its many tea plantations, 
teahouses, and ecological farms. Many well-planned 
tea gardens are cleverly embedded in the natural 
environment to form a delightful landscape. When 
the camellia plants are out in blossom, crowds flock to 
Wulai to admire the flowers. Tea gardens often provide 
program of leaves picking, processing and sampling. 
Some prominent tea gardens here are frequently selected 
as settings for tea drinks commercials.
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Nanshi Stream



83

山
城
小
鎮
A  S m a l l  

H i l l s i d e  T o w n

Gongliao 85

89Shuangxi

103The Hillside Ruifang 

93Pingxi
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GongliaoShuangxi

Pingxi



86

85

Go
ng
lia
o

Having hosted the Ho-hai-yan Rock Festival several 
times, Gongliao has become a metaphor of youthful 
passions in summer, when young people lugging loads 
of water toys, sunscreen lotions, and beer bottles flock 
to Gongliao by train to be part of the extravaganza. 
Views along the railroad vary from season to season. In 
summer, it is a view of sunshine beating down on the 
deep-blue sea, while in winter, the usual scene is that of a 
chilly overcast weather. However, a seamless blend of the 
sea and the sky is always there for everyone.

A Panoramic View of 
the Northeast Corner/Cape

Fulong Boxed Lunch

Stores in Front of 
Fulong Railway Station

Fulong Beach

Fulong Harbor

Fulong Harbor

貢寮
Gongliao District

After stepping out of the railway station, visitors should 
have no difficulty finding the beach beyond mounds 
of lunch boxes--a typical summer scene here. The so-
called Rainbow Bridge, an arch bridge leading toward the 
entrance to the Fulong Beach, is the first thing to come 
into view. The Fulong Beach is located at the intersection 
where Shuangxi Stream (literally twin streams) merges 
into the sea, forming a unique landscape with an outer 
part of sea water and inner part of river. The inner part 
with a broad water path and steady flow is very suitable 
for windsurfing, sailing, kayaking and parasailing.
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Apart from the seaside scenery, Gongliao boasts a 
lighthouse on the country's easternmost cape, the 
Sandiaojiao Lighthouse, also called the “Eyes of 
Taiwan.” Built in 1935, it was once an important beacon 
in the Western Pacific. The Japanese even imported 
artificial crystals as materials for the lamps used in the 
lighthouse. During World War II, it was damaged by 
bombing and strafing. Dents are still visible today. The 
lighthouse is 16.5 meters tall, flashing white and red twice 
every 28 seconds. The beams have a range of 25 nautical 
miles.

A View of Guishan Island 
from the Taiwan Second Highway

Parking Lot beside 
Sandiao Cape Lighthouse

Sandiao Cape Lighthouse

Stone Houses in Maoao

Stone Houses in Maoao

Coastal Scenery at 
Maoao Fishing Port

Not a famous tourist spot, 
Maoao, a fishing village, has 
little to offer to visitors in 
terms of spectacular scenery. 
However,  the tradit ional 
flavor of a fishing village 
remains, with century-old 
intertwined banyan trees as 
a common sight. People of 
the Aboriginal Ketangalan 
Tr ibe once sett led here, 
leaving behind re l ics  of 
their unique stone houses. 
With a seemingly bold and 
straightforward design, the 
houses are surrounded by 
walls built of large pebbles. 
Traditional way of fishing 
methods is sti l l  retained 
here, and a fisherman’s 
p h i l o s o p h y  o f  f a c i n g 
vicissitudes of life with peace 
and patience is embodied 
by the village's delightful 
tranquility.

Go
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Magang Fishing Port

Sijiaoku Sightseeing Area
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Located at the confluence of Pinglin Stream and 
Mudan Stream (literally peony stream), Shuangxi has a 
population of less than 10,000. The Ping-Shuang Tunnel 
on Taiwan 2C Highway, a 1.3-kilometer arrow-straight 
tunnel, has been a popular filming location for many 
musical videos and car commercials.

 Confluence of Pinglin Stream and Mudan Stream

The Only Back Smith's Workshop in Shuangxi

雙溪
Shuangxi District

Sh
ua
ng
xi

Lin Yi-He Tang herbal pharmacy

Kayaking at Shuangxi 
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Mudan Station

The quiet settlement of Mudan Village resembles a small, 
lonely planet. The passage of time, however, has left its 
marks on the railway station. Reminiscent of Taiwan in 
the 1950's, it is one of the few stations that continue to 
sell the so-called Edmondson railway tickets. Once called 
Wudankeng Station, it features a long curved track that 
subtends a 120-degree angle, creating a rare situation 
in which the last coach and the locomotive of a train are 
in full view of each other. Railroad enthusiast would wait 
on the platforms for observing the arrival and departure 
of trains. The station also is a popular filming location for 
commercials.Zhou Family Old Homestead

Zhou Family Old Homestead-Old Tree

Pingling Farm

Hubao Pond

Sh
ua
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Located in a valley, Pingxi hosts the annual sky lantern 
festival on the 15th day of the first month of Chinese 
lunar year. At the highlight of the festival, hundreds of 
white roundish lanterns laden with wishes lift off the 
grounds and gain altitude, bringing warmth to and 
lighting up the chilly spring sky. This is a beloved theme 
on the cover of photography magazines.
 

平溪
Pingxi District

Flying Lanterns

The view of an old railroad track stretching through the 
Pingxi Valley radiates an ambience of rustic elegance and 
simplicity. In the heyday of coal mining, the entire region 
along the Pingxi railroad is sustained by the mining 
industry. The Jingtong Railway Station, the end station 
on one of Pinxi’s extension lines, still preserves the 
atmosphere of Japanese colonial era. Tourist attractions 
like the Crown Prince Chalet and Jingtong Mining 
Museum are in the vicinity. The old street in Jingtong 
is not yet overwhelmed by tourists and business. The 
old houses there with vines creeping up their walls are 
reminiscent of the town’s past prosperity.

Jingtong Palace Teahouse

Jingtong Mining Museum

Exterior of Jingtong Station Exterior of Jingtong Station

Jingtong Station

Pi
ng
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A Coffee House Rebuilt From 
a Coal Washery Overlooking Jingtong Station from the North

Coal Washery Overlooking Jingtong Station from the North

A must-see for people interested in historical sites is 
the so-called Shidi Slope Mine, where a three-storied 
washery, a winch house, and living quarters for miners 
can still be seen. As a result of longtime neglect, the 
coal mine's miniature train repair shop is penetrated by 
banyan roots and is referred to jokingly by locals as “the 
tree house.” The major part of the Slope Mine is awe-
inspiring, with shaft props are made from using the bent 
steel rails. The major part are connected to two smaller 
inclined shafts, one to the east and the other to the 
west. The coal mine was the deepest in Taiwan, and the 
operations there were the most extensive nationwide.
 

The Pingxi Railroad extension line traverses some very 
special terrain, and the track hugs the slopes in some 
places. As a result, some sections of the rails are placed as 
high as the rooftops of residential houses, some are even 
two or three stories higher than the rooftops. This means 
a spectacular of trains running above one’s head. At 
Shifen Railway Stations, one could watch the trains, as an 
integrated element of the street scene, running down the 
narrow old street.

Scenery along the Pingxi Railroad

Pi
ng
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Shifen
平溪聚落

Pingxi Old Street

Sandiaoling Footpath

Shifen—Paper Lanters
Decorations Hanging 
from a Sky Lantern

Hongchang Fabrics 
Company

Pingxi Railroad

Pingxi Railroad

Pingxi Settlement
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The Sandiaoling Railway Station Footpath

Old Course of Dahuayoukang

The Beautiful Keelung 
River Valley

Lingjiao Station

Shuoren Elementary School Shuoren Elementary School

An Unused Air Raid Shelter

The Tsai Family Mansion

Pi
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Pingsi Guesthouse of Taiyang Mining Company

Pingsi Guesthouse of 
Taiyang Mining Company

Pingsi Guesthouse of 
Taiyang Mining Company

Pi
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The Pingxi Reception Center of Taiyang Mining Company, 
a compound of about 2000 square meter, served as the 
place of entertained dignitaries and officials, holding 
workshops and conferences. The wooden structure with 
a rare blending of Japanese and Western architectural 
principles, is now restored to its original appearances 
after several attempts. Now a protected heritage site, 
the house is subjected to a restriction on floor load. 
Only people wearing cotton socks are admitted. Inside 
the residence, there are many Japanese-style bedrooms 
covered with cypress wood floor planks or tatami mats. 
The hallways are permeated with Japanese ambience of 
graceful serenity.
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Fantastic maritime and mountain views accompany 
the motorists as they travel on the coastal highway. On 
the way toward Jiufen one confronts one tunnel after 
another. As the sun goes down, a blurred outline of a 
hillside town is visible from afar. Lights are switched 
on sporadically here and there, as if they were sending 
welcome gesture inviting people to take a closer look of 
the village up there.

瑞芳 - 山城區
The Hillside Ruifang

Jiufen Old Street

Old buildings, small bridges, and small houses dot the 
hillside ; and later on each is lit up one after another as 
night falls with nostalgic serenity. A scenery that could 
stimulate imaginations.

Many well-known Taiwanese films were filmed in Jiufen.

Amei Teahouse
A Grocery Store at 
Shengping Theater

Th
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At the past, this used to be a prosperous district with 
thriving gold and coal mining industries. As the gold 
rush came to an end and the mineral sources became 
depleted, prosperity simply evaporated. What remains 
after the golden era is he scenic beauty of this hillside 
settlement.

Hillside Town Restaurant

Granma Lai’s Taro Ball

However, the motion-picture industry 
lifted the town out of obscurity. Director 
Hou Hsiao-hsien filmed his 1986 work 
“Dust in the Wind” here, followed by 
Wang Tung with his “A Flower in the Rainy 
Night” and “Hill of No Return”,  and Wu 
Nien-jen with his “A Borrowed Life” . 
Later, Hou Hsiao-hsien came back again 
for his “A City of Sadness” and “The 
Puppetmaster”.

The Beautiful Scenery of a Hillside Town

Now, years after these famous movies were made, 
nostalgic tourists come in searching for the places and 
scenes that have appeared in old films. Many lodges 
and restaurants grasp the chance, hoping to bank on 
the town's reputation as a filming location. In course of 
time, the town becomes a must-see for many foreign 
tourists. At times, random bits of a Japanese conversation 
or the noises from the vendors seem to stir the town’s 
tranquility. To further explore the secret beauty of the 
town, one could take a few more steps down the stairway 
leading from the Old Street.
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A Bus Stop on Taiwan 
Second Highway

Hillside Town Restaurant

Inside Shengping Theater

Inside Shengping Theater Inside Shengping Theater

Outside Shengping TheaterJiufen Teahouse

Jiufen Street view

Bole Secondhand Bookshop

Arriving at the Qingbian Road, one find that there are 
fewer businesses and the place is less crowded. One can 
quietly appreciate the sights amid the old, tile-roofed 
small brick houses. If the weather is good enough to 
allow drying bright red thick cotton bed sheets in the sun, 
nostalgically traditional patchwork patterns can often be 
seen on drying racks. Originally called “Shengpingzuo,” 
the Shengping Theater is located at the juncture of Shuqi 
Road and Qingbian road. It is a structure with a wooden 
story superimposed on a stone ground level. Once the 
major entertainment venue in Jiufen, it is now an officially 
recognized heritage building.
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A Mist-shrouded Jiufen Jiufen Street View

Bole Secondhand Bookshop

The old entrance used by miners in the past offers a 
deja vu feeling. Walking through it is like entering a 
time tunnel, a uniquely special experience. In recent 
years, some people have visited the place out of their 
admiration for Hayao Miyazaki. The Japanese animation 
artist was said to visit Jiufen for seeking inspiration for 
his Spirited Away project. It is also said that the setting 
in the animation movie where the story's young heroine 
was spirited away is in fact adapted from the areas 
surrounding the Amei Teahouse on Shuqi Road.

Associations connecting films, filmmakers and sights 
of the hillside town keep nourishing interests or 
conversation topics among the public, and thus further 
enhance the popularity of Jiufen.
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Jinguashi-Gold Museum

Surrounded by mountains on all sides, the museum is 
accessible by a number of interconnected footpaths. Four 
conjoined living quarters, all Japanese-style architecture, 
are kept intact. The sight of the air raid shelters built in 
inside the house reminds the visitor the daily realities 
during the war time. The tatami mats, the sliding doors, 
the round tables, the chairs and benches, the cypress 
wood pillars, and the kitchen utensils inside are all 
nostalgic reminders of a bygone era. The Benshan No. 5 
Tunnel inside the museum is designed to give visitors a 
real feeling of what mining was like in the past. The gold-
panning demonstration center outside the museum’s 
main buildings teaches visitors how to pan for gold in 
rivers.

Gold Waterfall

The Benshan No. 5 Tunnel

The Benshan No. 5 Tunnel

Four Joined of Japanese-Style Residence

 The Gold Museum-Inside the Four 
Interconnected Buildings

Jinguashi-The Crown Prince Chalet

Jinguashi-The Crown Prince Chalet

The chalet, a replica of Japanese crown prince Hirohito's 
residence in Tokyo, was built by the Tanaka Mining 
Corporation to host his 1922 visit. Since taking over the 
chalet in 1987, Taiwan power company has restored the 
building to its original appearance, using the same kinds 
of materials as those used in its original construction. 
In 2004, it was opened to the public along with the 
museum. Despite its limited space, the chalet's exquisite 
gardens, roof tiles, walls, windows, doors and Shoji 
walls give the building a subtle Zen Buddhist touch and 
Japanese charm. Each corner and turn of the residence 
offers a distinctly different interpretation; hazy or misty 
weather will even enclose the building with sublime 
poetics. 
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Teapot Mountain Hiking Trail

Jinguashi-The Crown Prince Chalet

Jinguashi-The Crown Prince Chalet

RueiSan Main Tunnel
Remains of the 
Neidianzi Old Mansion

Liandong Lane Trail
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Houtong Shinto Shrine's 
Worship Route—A Torii Houtong Station

Houtong Story House

Houtong

Down-to-earth and small, Houtong was once a coal town, 
where the deserted offices of former mining companies 
can still be seen. The railroad there nowadays still retain 
the modesty and simplicity of the bygone era.

The name Houtong was derived from a nearby cave 
where many monkeys lived. For this reason, the locals 
called it Houdong, which means monkey cave. However, 
the character 「洞」(pronounced dong) was more or less 
an unpropitious character for people employed in coal 
mining, and so it was replaced with 「 硐 」(pronounced 
tong). On the other hand, the Chinese character 「 猴 」
(pronounced hou, meaning monkey), deemed somewhat 
vulgar by others, was replaced with 「侯」, a homophone 
meaning an “earl”.

Houtong Elementary School Campus

Remains of the Shisanceng Building

Despite its past reputation 
as a monkey habitat, the 
place is now dubbed a 
cat town and a place for 
cat-watching.  Relaxed 
felines can be seen almost 
overall in the town, and 
t h e i r  p i c t u re s  c a n  b e 
found in travel guides that 
recommend Houtong as a 
tourist destination.

Houtong Elementary School

Founded in 1940 (Showa 15), the school is uniquely 
special. The new school building, completed in 2005, is 
known for its lively and charming design. Surrounded 
on all sides by mountains and luxuriant foliage, it looks 
more like a vacation villa than a school. Built on a slope, 
the main buildings follow the land's natural contours. 
Some of the buildings, with their black, tiled roofs and 
burgundy-colored walls, look as if they were small 
houses straight out of fairy tales. The school's front 
gates resembles a coal cart. As the gate opens, it looks 
like a train coach slowly moving forward, symbolizing 
the heyday of coal mining in Houtong. As a reminder of 
the town's original name, the slide in the playground is 
shaped like a monkey.
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Shenao Fishing Port is an indentation in the rocky 
seashore in northern Ruifang. Exposed to the onslaught 
of the Northeast Monsoon and sea erosion, the place has 
a fair share of bizarre geomorphologic features, such as 
the Elephant rock and the Human Face Rock.

Nanya Fishing Port in Nanya Village, Ruifang, is situated 
near the coastal highway. As such, it is easily accessible. 
At present, it has a one-hectare anchorage and a 
497-meter wharf. Well-known scenic spots nearby 
include the Nanyaqiyan (Nanya Bizarre Rocks) and the 
Nanzilin Trail.

瑞芳 - 濱海區
Ruifang - The Water Front

Yinyang Sea
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Nanya Fishing Port

Nanya

Shuinandong Fishing Port, located in Lianxin Village, 
Ruifang, is not far away from the mouth of a culvert 
derived from the old Taiwan Metals and Mining 
Company's copper smelting plant in Jinguashi. As one 
of the three major scenic spots in Ruifang, it is indicated 
as the “Shui” in the “Shui-Jin-Jiu trio” project 
(Shuinandong, Jinguashi, and Jiufeng), a project by the 
New Taipei City Government to promote scenic areas to 
achieve international fame.
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萬里
Wanli District

Wanli Masu Harbor

Wanli Masu Harbor

Yehliu Camel Rock

Wanli Fishing Port

Dong'ao Fishing Harbo

W
an
li

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  s e a  e r o s i o n , 
weathering, and movements of 
Earth's crust, the Yehliu Geopark 
has a peculiar stretch of landscape 
predominated by queer-looking 
geological and geomorphologic 
f e a t u r e s ,  s u c h  a s  s e a  c a v e s , 
honeycomb rocks, rocks shaped 
like a candlestick, a piece of bean 
curd and a mushroom, pot holes, 
and melting erosion panels. The 
park is divided into three sections. 
There are the Queen's Head, the 
Fairy's shoe, and the so-called “Milk 
Stone” in the first section; the Tofu 
Rock, the Dragon's Head in the 
second;  and pot holes and the Seal 
Rock in the third. The weathering 
landform there is a natural wonder.

Besides the Yeliu Geopark, scenic 
spots and special facilities in Wanli 
include Taipower's North Visitors 
Center, the Zou Family's Side-by-
Side Homes, the Ocean World 
in  Yel iu ,  Green Bay,  L ingquan 
M o n a s t e r y,  t h e  M a s u  R i v e r, 
Lion Park , Cukeng, and the Mt. 
Huangzuei Ecological Conservation 
Area.

Yehliu The Queen's Head
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Huanggang Public Baths

The Governor-General Hot Spring 總督溫泉

金山
Jinshan District

Shitou Mountain Scenic area

The Jinshan Hot Spring, located in Jinshan district of New 
Taipei City , borders on the northern coast. Accordingly, 
it is the country's northernmost hot spring resort. The 
hot springs are found in three areas, namely Jinbaoli Hot 
Spring, Huanggang Hot Spring and Jiatou Hot Spring. 
Offering a great variety of choices to the visitors, the 
Jingshan Hot Spring has enormous potential for future 
development.

The two-storied Western-style guesthouse, on the site 
of the former Jinshan Governor-General's Spring Spa 
and constructed by the Japanese Governor-General of 
Taiwan's Office during Japanese colonial rule, has a hot 
spring pool atop its roof. From one side of the pool, 
visitor can enjoy the sight of the undulating mountain 
ranges of Yangmingshan National Park. The other side of 
the pool is the unique place nationwide where one can 
enjoy hot spring delight simultaneously with an ocean 
view.

Juming Museum

The buildings lining the two sides of the old streets 
in the past have all been subjected to renovation or 
reconstruction. Only a few of them still retain their 
original appearance, such as the barber shops, grocery 
stores, and antique stores. These shops with attractive 
outlook are, each in its own way, special and distinctive

Other points of interest in Jinshan include the Dharma 
Drum Mountain, Juming Museum, Zhongjiao Beach, 
New Jinshan Bathing Beach,  Candlestick Is land, 
Jinshan Seaside Park, the Jumping Coast, and even the 
ChinPaoShan Cemetery! Conveniently located, Jinshan 
borders Shimen and Danshui to its west, Wanli and 
Keelung to its east, and Yangmingshan National Park to 
its south. Many scenic spots are easily accessible from 
Wanli. With this advantage, it is an ideal spot for on-
location filming.

Jin
sh
an

The Governor-General Hot Spring
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Qianhua Elementary's Caoli Branch, a Drift Wood Maze

Laomei Green Reef（Stone Troughs）

Shimen Wedding Plaza石門
Shimen District

New Taipei City’s Shimen is located on the northernmost 
tip of Taiwan with a wide range of amazing seaside 
landforms. Of these, the most famous is the Baisha Bay 
beach. The white, powdery sand is actually comprised of 
small bits of broken coral skeletons and broken seashells 
washed ashore by waves. As a result of constant erosion, 
they become minute grains of what is called “seashell 
sand.” In summer, the deep blue sea bathed in golden 
sunshine under an equally blue sky keeps attracting 
throng of visitors from far and near. During Japanese 
colonial rule, it was even dubbed “the Kamakura of 
Taiwan.”

Fugui Cape Trail

The landscape in Shimen varies from place to place. The 
coastal highway is an admired place for an exhilarating 
spin in car, and the vast expanse of the sea and the sky is 
a rich source of delight and encouragement. The view is 
reminiscent of the film setting of the thrilling car chase 
scene in the movie “Love”. The Windmill Park is a 
wind farm where wind-powered turbines, towering over 
the seashore, are established to generate electricity. All 
these elements—the mountains, the sea and the red-
and-white-striped giant turbines—contribute to form a 
landscape of picturesque vivacity.
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Linshanbi Cape Fishing Harbor

Baisha Bay
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Shimen （Stone） Arch

The North 15th Township Road in Shimen District

The North 15th Township Road in Shimen District

The Shimen Arch
　　
O r i g i n a l l y 
s u b m e r g e d ,  t h e 
a r c h  w a s  r a i s e d 
above sea level as 
a result of changes 
i n  t h e  E a r t h ' s 
crust. This coastal 
l andform a lso  i s 
often referred to as 
sea arch or wave 
eroded arch. At first 
a  l a rg e  b o u l d e r, 
an arch is formed 
by wave erosion. 
The name Shimen, 
l i t e r a l l y  a  s t o n e 
d o o r w a y ,  w a s 
derived from such a 
landform.

Fuji Fishing Harbor

Fuji Fishing Harbor is located 
near New Taipei city's Fugui 
Cape, just a stone's throw 
f rom the  nor thern  coast 
highway. Starting as a small 
fishing village, the harbor 
d e v e l o p e d  t o  b e c o m e  a 
thriving seafood distribution 
center, well-known especially 
f o r  i t s  c r a b s - c a t c h i n g . 
Elements of a typical fishing 
village can be easily observed 
here, such as fishing boats 
docked along the local pier 
and the wet baskets filled 
with the day's catch. Fruits 
of the local fishermen's hard 
work include, among others, 
octopuses, lobsters and big 
clams. Seafood restaurants 
are everywhere, enclosed with 
the daily bustle and hustle on 
the streets.

Laomei Community

The community owes it charms to a concentration of 
various geological features, such as wind-faceted stones 
and sea erosion ditches. From May through August, a 
sea of colorful blanket with flowers in full bloom can be 
seen across the sand dunes nearby. The Laomei Park, 
equipped with a barbecue corner, playgrounds, and 
pavilions, is invigorated by the arrival of summer time as 
people come here for their holiday entertainment.

Fugui Cape Lighthouse
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Fuji Fishing Harbor
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Many artists are based in 
Sanzhi, a picturesque hillside 
area with an ocean view. That 
many wonderful  creative 
works have been produced 
here is hardly surprising. 
Villas are everywhere in the 
Sanzhi Zhibo Artists' Village 
(or the Zhibo Community) 
in Hengshan, occupied by 
artists who have come here 
to pursue their dreams.

三芝
Sanzhi District

The Fengzhimen Bikeway 

At first called the Sanzhi-Shimen Bikeway, the five-
kilometer Fengzhimen Bikeway stretches from Datianliao 
in Sanzhi to Baisha Bay, with the Linshan Cape Trail in the 
bay’s vicinity. From the boardwalk, flanked by green 
lawns on its two sides, visitors can investigate the bio-
diversity from an ecology base on white sand beach here. 
Accompanied by a deep-blue ocean and a gorgeous 
sunset, visitor are empowered and encouraged to explore 
their inner self.

Sanzhi Visitor Center & Gallery of Famous Sons

The Sanzhi  Visitor Center is  located on a s lope 
surrounded on all sides by mountains. As such, it 
commands a panoramic view. The main building is 
modeled after a Tang-Dynasty design. Its toned-
down colors reveal a tasteful combination of timeless 
elegance and contemporary sophistication. The Gallery 
of Famous Sons is aimed to acquaint visitors with local 
celebrities, such as Tōo Tshong-Bîng, Taiwan's first Doctor 
of Medicine; internationally renowned musician Jaing 
Wen-ye; former President Lee Teng-hui; and Lu Hsiu-
yi, the so-called White Egret of Democracy. The Sanzhi 
Development Gallery is also found there, which tells the 
history of Sanzhi's development. 
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Sanzhi Visitor Center and Gallery
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Yuanxing House

Yuanxing House was the former residence of the ex-
President Lee Teng-hui's. Its main building, a southern 
Fujian sanheyuan-styled compound, is well preserved 
with its classical simplicity and elegance. Here visitors can 
quietly mediate over the past by admiring the beauty of 
this century-old mansion under the surrounding banyan 
trees.

Sanzhi Visitor Center and Gallery

The North 18th Township Road-Hengshan Road

Yuanxing House Yuanxing House
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A Hiking Trail in Sanzhi

Sanzhi Coast

Sanzhi Coast

Sanzhi Coast

Terracing in Sanzhi
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As soon as one sets foot in Tamsui, the first things that 
come to mind would likely be its old street and historical 
sites. The Tamsui MRT Park, a square, luxuriant lawns, 
wide sidewalks, and street artists working on portraits 
immediately come into view as one steps out of the 
Tamsui MRT Station. The place is a pleasant, refreshing 
day-trip destination for vacationers. Along the old street 
and the adjacent Zhongzheng Road, the street sights are 
amazing, especially along the river bank. The occasional 
performances of street singers add to this leisure scene 
an ambience of nostalgia.

淡水
Tamsui District

Tamsui Fisherman's Wharf Lovers' Bridge

The scenery at the Fishermen's Wharf near the river 
mouth is ever-changing. On a fine, sunny day, people 
would stay on the Lovers' Bridge to indulge themselves 
in a wide-angle view of the deep-blue Tamsui River. At 
sundown or under a starry sky, lovers would often linger, 
reluctant to leave.

Aside from the more popular historical sites, such as Fort 
Santo Domingo, the Little White House, the Tamsui Hobe 
Fort Park, and Old George L. Mackay's clinic, Tamsui 
also has a few exotic buildings as well as some old, 
unpretentious campus buildings. Sites like the Aletheia 
University with its red-brick buildings and archways, 
Tamkang Senior High School, and National Tam Shui 
Vocational High School are filmmakers' favorite filming 
sites.
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Tamsui MRT Station

The Hobe Fort
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The Little White House

The Little White House The Little White House

The Tamsui Hobe Fort Park

Previously a Tamsui Golf Course fairway, the10-hectare 
park is a huge stretch of green lawn. With its undisturbed 
view and rolling landscape, the park is considered as 
one of the biggest few in metropolitan Taipei. Secluded 
from the din of tourist resorts, the park is prevailed by 
an atmosphere of tranquility, where unhurried garzetta, 
Bubulcus ibis and sparrows are often seen strolling. The 
park is also a popular place for taking wedding pictures.

The Little White House

Previously the official residence of the Tamsui customs 
superintendent, the Little White House is an elegant 
example of colonial architecture among a series of 
Western buildings in Paotaipu, and it was built earlier 
than the others. Now a heritage building, it is known for 
its winding white chalk corridors. An arcade with wooden 
window shutters on the walls surrounds the building, 
forming a unique sight together with the terracotta roof. 
The grounds are not extensive, but the landscape design 
is full of delightful ingenuity.

Fort Santo Domingo

Existing longer than 300 years, Fort Santo Domingo is 
arguably Tamsui 's most famous historical site. After 
invading Tamsui in 1629, the Spaniards built the fort 
and used it as a base in its campaign to shore up its 
colonial presence in northern Taiwan. After driving away 
the Spaniards in 1642, the Dutch, then referred to as 
“the redheads,” rebuilt the fort. To this day, the fort 
has always been known as “The Redheads' Fort” in 
Chinese. In 1867, it became a British leased territory. The 
British carried out extensive renovations, added to it 
an eastern extension next door, and made it the British 
Consulate. The building's green baluster bottles stand in 
sharp contrast to the red exterior of the fort, making it 
more colorfully splendid and eye-catching.

Thanks to the negotiations conducted by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and the mediation efforts of religious 
leaders, ownership of the fort was restored to Taiwan 
in 1980. The fort is one of the oldest existing buildings 
in Taiwan and is designated as a National Grade-One 
Historical Site by the Ministry of the Interior.

 

Fort Santo Domingo
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Tamsui Shell Warehouses Tamsui Cultural Park

Living Quarters for Japanese Police Officers

The living quarters, built during Japanese colonial rule, 
were originally intended to be residence for the police 
chief of the Tamsui County Office. An out-and-out 
Japanese-style building, it has a Japanese-style tiled 
roof. When World War II ended in 1945, the Nationalist 
Government took over Japanese assets. The Japanese-
style building at 5, Lane 12, Zhongzheng Road, became 
the home for the chief of the Tamsui Police Precinct 
under the Taipei County Police Department. The building 
is the old street's only remaining example of government 
housing dating back to Japanese colonial times.

Shell Warehouses

In 1862 (Tongzhi 1, Qing Dynasty), when Tamsui was still 
the largest port in northern Taiwan, many foreigners set 
up trading firms there. In 1897, Shell, a British company 
whose businesses included oil production, oil shipping, 
and warehouses, bought the British Case & Company 
warehouses in Bizaitou, Tamsui and turned them into 
its outpost in the Far East. Rail tracks connected to the 
Tamsui Railroad were laid. In addition, there were three 
large oil tanks and several buildings on the premises. The 
locals called the warehouses, which emitted a gasoline 
smell, the “stinky oil warehouses”.

During World War II, the Japanese forcibly took over 
Allied business assets, including Case & Company. On 
October 12, 1944, the tanks were set ablaze by bombing 
during an Allied sir strike and burned for three full days. 
After the blaze, the tanks were totally destroyed, and the 
warehouses were used as backup warehouses. After the 
Japanese surrender, the Nationalist Government returned 
the warehouses to Shell while nationalizing the land. The 
place, which successively witnessed Tamsui's prosperity 
in Qing Dynasty, Japanese colonial rule, and World War 
II, has been designated as a city historical site. After 
the completion of its restoration by the New Taipei City 
Government in 2011, it became the Tamsui Cultural Park.

A Small Fishing Port Beneath Little White House

Each of the eight buildings restored, all with walls paved 
with red tiles glued to the surface of soil paste, is unique 
in its own way. Six of them were used as oil products 
storages, one was a pumping station and the other one 
a boiler room. The “Shell Story House” there, with its 
collection of used oil drums and relics, is committed to 
telling the history of Danshu Port and the foreign-owned 
firms to the general public.
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The Itteki Memorial House (Drop of Water Memorial)

Built in Japan in 1915 by the late Japanese writer 
Mizukami Tsutomu's father Mizukami Kakuji, the house 
was at first the writer's home. Its relocation to Taiwan, 
however, was an indirect result of the 1995 Great Hanshin 
Earthquake (a.k.a. Kobe Earthquake) and the September 
21 Jiji Earthquake. After the Mikura neighborhood in 
Kobe was devastated by the 1995 earthquake, Yasuzou 
Tanaka, a community leader, called on the people to 
support the reconstruction efforts. In 1999, after the 
so-called 921 Earthquake, Yasuzou Tanaka led a 40 
members-strong delegation from Mikura to Taiwan to 
encourage and comfort the local residents who were 
preoccupied with rebuilding their homeland. Difficult 
mediation and discussion followed. Eventually, the owner 
gave his approval for the relocation of the entire building 
to Taiwan. It took five years to complete the entire 
process of relocation.

The building is called the “Drop of Water Memorial” 
because the name reminds people that each individual’s 
contribution is l ike a drop of water. The original 
building was taken apart piece by piece. Each piece 
was numbered under a traditional system, crated, and 
shipped to Taiwan. In late 2009, when the construction of 
the building's main body was completed in Tamsui, the 
pieces were regrouped by number and then attached to 
the frame. A traditional building method was applied in 
the reassembling process. Century-old pillars and beams 
were attached together with the tenon and mortise 
joints. Walls and partitionings were built with mud 
sandwiched between bamboo mats. With a high ceiling, 
the building is 11.8 meter high and 12 meters wide, and 
its gross floor area is about 204 square meters. An annex, 
one Japanese-style garden with a surface of about 1000 
square meters, is attached to the main building. The 
idea is to accentuate and highlight the beauty of an old 
Japanese dwelling. 
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The Itteki Memorial HouseThe Itteki Memorial House The Itteki Memorial House
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Tamsui Church

Tamsui Art Gallery

Tamsui Street view Tamsui Arts Hallway

Tamsui Riverside Scenery TrailOld George L. Mackay's Clinic
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Aletheia University

The living quarters for missionaries at the Aletheia 
University are Western-style redbrick houses built around 
the 1850's.

Tamkang Senior High School

Built in 1925, the octagonal building of the Tamkang 
High School is the schools’ most eye-catching 
building. The Western-style building was designed by a 
missionary, but Taiwan tiles, glazed tiles, red bricks, and 
other locally produced building materials were used in 

its construction. Its layout is like that of a southern Fujian 
Sanhe Yuan-style compound, blending both Chinese 
and Western architectural elements. The highlights of 
the scenic attractions include the indoor archways where 
romantic encounters took place repeatedly in movies, 
the cathedral in which graduation ceremonies are held, 
as well as the rugby field .

Red Castle

Built in 1899, the century-old building's most salient 
architectural feature is its fine red brick walls. People 
walking down the streets simply cannot miss this eye-
catching building.  Originally it was the home of Li Yihe, 
a rich businessmen who owned a waterfront store. 
Declining family fortunes, however, forced Li to sell it to 
Hong Yinan, a poet with a provincial degree, who named 
it “Daguan Hall.” In 2000, the building was turned into 
a restaurant, where one can feast his or her eyes on the 
sight of the Guandu Bridge and an ocean view from afar.

Tamsui Art Gallery

The gallery was rebuilt from four conjoined Japanese-
style apartment buildings previously used as the living 
quarters for the families of police officers. As the first 
green public building in the New Taipei City, it has 
a stylish exterior equipped with a chimney-shaped 
decorative structure atop and yellow window awnings. 
The roof tiles removed from the old building have 
been used in the construction of the new interior walls. 
The idea is to integrate the old with the new ones to 
encourage the urgently needed dialogues and debates 
over the difficult balance between urban regeneration 
and heritage preservation.

Fullon Hotel Danshuei Fishermen's Wharf

The Lovers' Lane between Houses in 
Danshui's Aromatic Herbs Street

Aletheia University Aletheia University
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The fortune of Bali, the first developed trade port near 
the mouth of Tamsui River, went downhill after the silting 
of its harbor. In view of its decline, the New Taipei City 
Government has been trying to stimulate Bali’s tourism 
by integrating the river's ecological resources with the 
local historico-cultural landscapes. As a result of recent 
efforts, many people now visit Bali on holiday for cycling, 
hiking or other recreational activities.

The Bali Left Bank stretches all the way from the Bali 
Ferry Pier to the old street, the stores street, the Old 
Banyan Pillbox, the Left Bank Park, the Left Bank Hostel, 
Sea View Pier, Wazihwei Nature Reserve, Shihsanhang 
Cultural Park, and ends at the Shihsanhang Museum of 
Archaeology. Pedestrian traffic is separate from vehicle 
traffic there. Bali's beautiful river and maritime scenery 
provide extra incentives for people cycling on the 
bikeway or strolling along the boardwalk.

Shihsanhang Museum 
of Archaeology八里

Bali District Shihsanhang Museum of Archaeology

As the only archaeological museum in 
northern Taiwan, it was designed by noted 
architect  Sun Dehung.  The bui ld ing's 
spectacular exterior design earned him the 
top honors at the 2002 Taiwan Architecture 
Award and the 2003 Far East Architecture 
Award .  The  bu i ld ing  was  insp i red  by 
archaeological findings and based on a 
mental image of early settlers arriving in 
Taiwan from mainland China by boat. The 
museum is comprised of three groups of 
buildings, which represent mountains, the 
sea, the past, and the present. Exposed 
concrete, sandstone, and aged sheet metal 
were used in its construction. The museum is 
also a highly admired subject of photography.

Port of Taipei

The Port of Taipei in Bali is blessed with a vast 
hinterland. A bird's-eye view of it from a high 
place will reveal the harbor's breathtaking 
momentum. It is an energetic urban space of 
innovation and aspiration.

Ba
li

ort of Taipei

Shihsanhang Museum 
of Archaeology

Shihsanhang Museum 
of Archaeology

Bali Ferry Pier

Bali Bikeway


	2014-英文版封面
	20140811新北市協拍手冊-英文電子版-完整
	2014-英文版目錄
	20140811-01.都會
	20140811-02.山林
	20140811-03山城
	20140811-04.濱海


